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FOREWORD

Three British Revolutions is the first of what I hope will
be a long and distinguished series of publications emanating
from symposia organized and sponsored by the Folger In-
stitute of Renaissance and FEighteenth-Century Studies.
Founded in 1970 to foster advanced research and instruction
in the humanities, the Folger Institute is a unique collabo-
rative enterprise centering on the Folger Shakespeare Li-
brary in Washington and supported, at present, by fourteen
major universities in the Middle Atlantic region: American
University, the Catholic University of America, the Uni-
versity of Delaware, Georgetown University, the George
Washington University, Johns Hopkins University, the
University of Maryland, the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina State University, the Penn-
sylvania State University, Princeton University, Rutgers Uni-
versity, the University of Virginia, and West Virginia Uni-
versity. Aided by generous grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, and the Surdna Foundation, the Institute offers
a growing program of interdisciplinary seminars, workshops,
symposia, conferences, colloquia, and lectures.

As Chairman of the Institute since my arrival in 1974 as
Director of Research Activities at the Folger, I have had an
opportunity to participate in a wide variety of stimulating
programs. In many ways, however, the symposium that
led to the present volume has been the highlight of my
involvement with the Institute. The idea for such a con-
ference originated with Charles Carlton of North Carolina
State University, who proposed both the theme and the title
at lunch one spring day in 1975 at the Supreme Court cafe-
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teria. I thought it an inspired suggestion and soon found
that other scholars at the Folger thought likewise. I there-
fore convened a planning committee to draw up a detailed
scenario. That committee included two other members of
the Folger administration—Philip A. Knachel, Associate
Director of the Library (whose broad background as a
historian proved enormously valuable), and Brenda B.
Szittya, Program Coordinator of the Folger Institute (whose
organizational skills were essential to the implementation of
the committee’s recommendations)—along with seven gifted
historians who all happened to be at or near the Folger at
the time: Jack P. Greene of Johns Hopkins University,
Francis C. Haber of the University of Maryland, David S.
Lovejoy of the University of Wisconsin, Guy F. Lytle of the
Catholic University of America, Alison Gilbert Olson of the
University of Maryland, Lois G. Schwoerer of the George
Washington University, and of course Charles Carlton him-
self. The committee did in fact come up with a plan, and
the result was a richly provocative symposium that took
place in the Folger’s Elizabethan theatre on May 21-22,
1976. In a gathering that seemed particularly appropriate
as the Bicentennial contribution of an American research
library prominently identified with the preservation and
transmission of English-speaking traditions, nine major his-
torians (all represented in the pages that follow) met to
share perspectives on the British antecedents of the Ameri-
can Revolution.

During the wrap-up session that concluded the sym-
posium, one panelist observed that something approaching
a new paradigm could be seen to emerge from the sequence
of lectures and discussions. The Folger Institute therefore
decided to publish a volume of essays stating and amplify-
ing the themes that had proven so exciting for the audience
attending the conference. J.G.A. Pocock of Johns Hopkins
University graciously accepted the Institute’s invitation to
edit the volume, and under his magisterial direction it
became the shapely collection here presented.
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On behalf of everyone at the Folger (including O.B.
Hardison, Jr., Director of the Library and founder of the
Folger Institute, and Susan Z. Nascimento, Associate Chair-
man of the Institute), and on behalf of the fourteen uni-
versity representatives on the Folger Institute’s Central
Executive Committee, I wish to thank Professor Pocock and
all the others who helped make Three British Revolutions
possible. It is a publication in which the Folger Institute
takes deep pride.

JOHN F. ANDREWS
FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
‘WasHINGTON, D.C.
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