A WARMLY-RECEIVED LAUNCH FOR
THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS

WNET President Jay Iselin
genially welcomed a select
company of actors, directors,
producers, sponsors, educators,
and special guests to a luncheon
at The Players on Gramercy Park
South. A midwinter blizzard made
the occasion seem even more festive
than it might otherwise have been.
It was the first time Mr. Andrews
had been inside the final home of
Edwin Booth, a club he now visits
often, and one that hosts many
of The Shakespeare Guild’s
Speaking of Shakespeare
programes.

Among those in attendance
will be representatives of:

Exxon Corporation,
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, and
Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of New York,
the underwriters of the series;
WNET/Thirteen, New York
Public Broadcasting Service
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
British Broadcasting Corporation
Time-Life Television
Folger Shakespeare Library
and honored guests, including:

Shaun Sutton, Head of Drama Group for BBC-TV
Cedric Messina, Executive Producer, BBC-TV
Michael York
Penelope Keith
Derek Jacobi

and other stars from the first season.

‘ou are cordially invited
to a press luncheon
announcing
a six-year series for public television

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS

February 8, 1978 11:00 A M.

at
The Players Club
16 Gramercy Park, New York, New York

R.S.V.D. is essential by February 3
Telephone 730-0934
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REMARKS BY

JOHN JAY ISELIN, PRESIDENT, WNET/THIRTEEN

It is my honor and pleasure to announce the great Anglo-
American alliance of the 20th Century. It will bring the entire
dramatic works of William Shakespeare to the television screen
through a six-year collaboration of the British Broadcasting
Corporation and public broadcasting in this country.

This is Much Adc About Something. The Bard of Avon never
could have dreamed that his street plays which once were the talk
of 16th Century Londontown would be seen simultaneously by millions
of 20th Century viewers through the marvelous medium of television.

As we meet here today, videotaping is in progress in Great
Britain on the first of six plays to be produced this year. WNET/
Thirteen will present them to America over the Public Broadcasting
Service beginning in January, 1979.

The major cost of staging and producing the series is being
borne by the BBC. We shall be gaining broadcast rights to these
greatest of the world's dramas for just $100,000 per play. This
investment will be underwritten by three major U.S. corporations
so that there will not be one penny of burden on American taxpayers.

In behalf of all of us, I want to acknowledge and to thank
that triumvirate: Exxon Corporation, Morgan Guaranty and Trust
Company of New York, and Metropolitan Life.

Every student is familiar with Shakespeare. But never before

(more....)

A BBC-TV and Time-Life Television co-production, presented by WNET/ Thirteen for the Public Broadcasting Service.

Made possible by grants from Exxon Corporation, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of New York.

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS
:;’s\x-\ca' series

nplece dramaric works

"THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS"

FACT SHEET

SERIES: "THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS"

CONCEPT: The complete dramatic works of
William Shakespeare; new pro-
ductions of all 36 plays to be
presented over a six-year period.

NETWORK : The Public Broadcasting Service

CO-PRODUCERS ¢ BBC-TV and Time-Life Television,
Inc.

UNDERWRITERS: Exxon Corporation, Metropolitan

PRESENTED BY: WNET/Thirteen, New York
COMMENCEMENT = January-February, 1979

FIRST SEASON (not neces-
sarily in broadcast order) : "Much Ado About Nothing" (Michael
York, Penelope Keith)

"Romeo and Juliet"

"Richard II" (Derek Jacobi)

"As You Like It"

"Julius Caesar"

“The Tempest" or

"Measure for Measure"

SERIES PRODUCER: Cedric Messina

AMERICAN WRAP-AROUNDS

PRODUCED BY: Jac Venza for WNET/Thirteen
CONTACTS : New York: Eleanor Corrigan

Stone Associates
(212) 730-0930

Charlotte Klein
WNET/Thirteen
(212) 560-3020

Los Angeles: Tim Hallinan

Stone Associates
(213) 655-8970

ABBC-TV and Time-Life Television co-production, presented by WNET/ Thirteen for the Public Broa

Made possible by grants from Exxon Corporation, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and Morg.

has his glorious poetry and prose come to life for young and old
alike, as it will when they gather before the television screen
in schools and homes to enjoy this six-year dramatic endowment.

I predict that 1979 will mark a Shakespearean renaissance
and a special educational experience for a generation of Americans.

Repertory companies in countless cities and hamlets across
this country will be activated and stimulated by the television
presentation.

Just as certainly, printing presses will deliver new editions
of the entire Shakespeare Canon. Publication of the 36 plays will
be embellished by supporting print materials for learning in the
classroom and the home.

And WNET/Thirteen also plans to create a special public tele-
vision series to introduce and accompany THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS.
This half-hour series is to be called "Shakespeare for Everyone."

We extend an invitation to all to that great American theater
where everyone has a front row seat.

Who knows? Had he dreamed of this day, William Shakespeare
himself might have said, as we surely can:

"The teleplay's the thing!"

MUCH ADO ABOUT SHAKESPEARE—MmhaeI York and Penelope Keith star in “Much Ado

About hing,” the first 1 duction in THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS, a six-year
series presenting the complete dramatic works of Wllllam Shakespeare THE SHAKESPEARE
PLAYS, a BBC-TV and Time-Life Television co-p: isp d by WNET/Thirteen,

New York, for the Public Broadcasting Service ‘and is made pl)SSlbIe by grants from Exxon
Cor ion, Metr litan Life I , and Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of
New York. The series will begin early in 1979.




