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THE FOLGER INSTITUTE of Renaissance and Eighteenth-Century Studies
Seminar Program 1983-84

Supported in Part by a Grant from the INational Endowment for the Humanities

A unique collaborative enterprise founded in 1970 and now co-sponsored by twenty-one
major universities, the Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-Century Studies is a
rapidly-growing center for advanced study and research in the humanities. Through support
from such agencies as the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, and the Surdna Foundation, the Institute offers a complex interdisciplinary
program of seminars, workshops, symposia, colloquia, and lectures.

The physical center of the Institute is the Folger Shakespeare Library, located just two
blocks from the nation’s Capitol and across the street from the Library of Congress.
Preeminent in the world for its Shakespeare collection and second only to the British Library
for its holdings of other English Renaissance books, the Folger is also internationally
recognized as a repository of materials in late medieval and early eighteenth-century English
literature and history, Continental Renaissance literature, Reformation studies, early
American cultural history, and English and American theatre history from the beginnings to
the twentieth century. Scholars from throughout the world make use of Folger materials for
research in fields as diverse as drama, music, philosophy, theology, and the history of
science, as well as in such disciplines as textual analysis and literary criticism.

Among the Folger Institute’s newer ventures are several programs offered in coopera-
tion with the Newberry Library’s Center for Renaissance Studies in Chicago, a consortium
founded in 1979 and now co-sponsored by thirteen major universities in the Midwest. The
Folger Institute and the Newberry Center have recently announced a series of summer
institutes in the Archival Sciences, programs designed to provide intensive training in the
techniques fundamental to work with primary source materials in four important vernacular
traditions: English, Ttalian, French, and Iberian/Hispanic-American. The Folger Institute
and the Newberry Center are also collaborating on advanced interdisciplinary seminars and
workshops. This fall, for example, Professor D. P. Walker of the Warburg Institute will be in
residence at the Folger for ten weeks and then visit the Newberry for two weeks; and in the
spring Professor Marc Fumaroli of the Sorbonne will conduct a ten-week seminar at the
Newberry, followed by a two-week workshop at the Folger. By a reciprocal arrangement,
faculty members and graduate students from either consortium are eligible to participate in
programs offered by the other. For further information on Newberry Center programs,
interested scholars should contact Director John Tedeschi, Associate Director Paul Saenger,
or Assistant Director Mary Beth Rose (at the Newberry Library, 60 West Walton Street,
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Chicago, Illinois or phone [312]943-9090).

This year the Folger Institute also inaugurates a new Center for the Study of British
Political Thought, to be overseen by a Steering Committee comprised of Professor I. G. A.
Pocock of Johns Hopkins University, Professor Gordon J. Schochet of Rutgers University,
and Professor Lois Schwoerer of George Washington University. Professor Schochet’s spring
offering, “From Bosworth to Yorktown,” will provide an overview of the issues to be
addressed in a three-year sequence of seminars, symposia, colloquia, and publication
projects on the history of British political thought from 1500 to 1800.

Enrollment in Folger Institute seminars is normally limited to twelve participants per
course, with priority in admission accorded to advanced graduate students and postdoctoral
scholars from member institutions. Participants from member institutions may sign up free
of charge; others are required to pay a registration fee of $200. The Folger Institute does not
directly award grades, certificates, or degrees, but upon request at the end of each semester
the Institute issues letters to the sponsoring institutions of any participants who wish to have
it recorded that they have satisfactorily completed their seminar work. Institute seminars are
conducted as symposia of mature scholars oriented toward common goals, and each
participant is encouraged to develop his or her own research interests within the limits of the
general topic designated by the seminar leader.

FELLOWSHIPS. The Folger Institute awards three kinds of fellowships to participants in
its seminars. (1) Graduate students and faculty members from affiliated institutions are eligible
to apply for fellowships funded in part by Foiger Institute membership fees. These applicants
should contact their campus representatives to the Institute’s Central Executive Committee.
(2) Postdoctoral faculty members from non-affiliated colleges and universities are eligible for
a limited number of “at-large” stipends made possible by a grant from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. These applicants should write directly to the Folger Institute.
(3) Scholars who have received their doctorates within the past ten years and who are
members of the American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies are eligible for one annual
ASECS/Folger Institute fellowship, awarded to aid research in the period 1660-1815. Again,
these applicants should write to the Folger Institute, 201 East Capitol Street, S.E., Washing-
ton, DA(pi. 20003, or phone (202) 544-4600, ext. 248. The deadline for fall semester applications
is June 1, 1983; the deadline for spring semester applications is December 1, 1983.

THE FOLGER INSTITUTE
202/544-4600 ext. 248

American University
2453 Gray Hall

Catholic University of America
208 McMahon Hall

University of Delaware
104 Hullihen Hall

Duke University
325 Allen Building

George Mason University
217A&Fhompson Hall

George Washington University
410 Stuart Hall

Georgetown University
1550 Lauinger Library

Howard University
248 Locke Hall

Johns Hopkins University
144 Gilman Hall

University of Maryland, Baltimore County
446 Fine Arts Buiding

Chairman: John F. Andrews

Associate Chairman: Lena Cowen Orlin

Jeanne Roberts (Literature)
202/686-2450 or 2453

Ellen S. Ginsberg (French)
202/635-5240

Jay L. Halio (English)
302/738-2228

Dale B.J. Randall (English)
919/684-6838 or 2741

Eric Molin (English)
703/323-2686

John P. Reesing (English)
202/676-6180

Jason Rosenblatt (English)
202/625-4949

Estelle Taylor (English)
202/636-6730 or 31

Stephen Orgel (English)
501/33677546

J. Leeds Barroll, I1I (English)
301/455-2143
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University of Maryland, College Park
1101 E. Francis Scott Key

University of North Carolina
424 Greenlaw Hall

North Carolina State University
131B Tompkins Hall

University of Pennsylvania
121 Bennett Hall

Pennsylvania State University
8221 Burrowes Building

Princeton University
44A McCosh Hall

Rutgers University
406 Hickman Hall, Douglass Campus

University of South Carolina
312 Welsh Building

University of Virginia
302 Cabell Hall

West Virginia University .
221F Woodburn Hall

Yale University
Whitney Humanities Center

of Amherst College. O.B. Hardison, Jr. is Director.

Shirley Strum Kenny (English)
301/454-6791

S. K. Heninger (English)
919/962-4019

Larry S. Champion (English)
919/737-2462

Stuart A. Curran (English)
215/898-7340

Joseph G. Price (English)
814/865-6381

Thomas P. Roche (English)
609/452-4062

Gordon J. Schochet (Political Science)
201/932-9382

Carol J. Carlisle (English)
803/777-2258

Mary B. McKinley (French)
804/924-7157

Elizabeth Hudson (History)
304/293-2421

Thomas M. Greene (Comparative Literature)
203/436-3269



VASARI'S LIVES AND THE PAGEA
Paul Barolsky

[ OF RENAISSANCE ART

This seminar will deal with Giorgio Vasari as biographer, historian, raconteur, poet, critic,
theorist, academician, entrepreneur, courtier, painter, draftsman, and architect—viewing
his life and achievement in the context of the art, literature, and history of his time.
Particular attention will be paid to the traditions of Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio. Vasari’s
legacy as a writer and his influence on subsequent art criticism and imaginative literature
will also be explored.

PAUL BAROLSKY is Associate Professor of Art History at the University of Virginia. He is the author
of Infinite Jest: Wit and Humor in Italian Renaissance Art (1978), of Daniele da Volterra: A Catalogue
Raisonné (1979), and most recently of a series of essays on Walter Pater’s The Renaissance.

September 16-December 2
Fridays at 1:00 p.m.

BEN JONSON, DRAMATIST
Anne Barton

This seminar will explore Ben Jonson's development as a writer for the theatre, focusing on
the range and flexibility of his dramatic modes and the ways in which his achievement has
been distorted and undervalued as the result of a false polarization with Shakespeare.
Among other things, participants will also consider whether the attempt to contain Jonson’s
plays within the limits of his own critical dicta has impaired appreciation of his work
in subsequent periods.

ANNE BARTON is a Fellow and Tutor in English and a University Lecturer at New College., Oxford.
Author of Shakespeare and the Idea of the Play and of the introductions to the comedies in The
Riverside Shakespeare, Dr. Barton has published widely on Eli Jacobean. and Rest
drama, and is now completing a new book, Ben Jonson, Dramatist.

September 26-November 2
Mondays and Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.

“PUBLIC AND PRIVATE": RHETORICAL MODES
OF THE LATER EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Irma S. Lustig

“Public and private” (the phrase is James Boswell's) is a good way to describe the literature
to be studied in this seminar: formal works addressed to a general audience (autobiography
and biography, travel literature, the essay. fiction, and poetry) and intimate compositions
written primarily for the authors themselves or for one other person (diaries, journals,
prayers, and letters). The later eighteenth century is rich in both kinds of writing, and they
offer us an opportunity to study a significant aspect of the creative process: the transforma-

MUSIC AND LITERATURE IN AUGUSTAN
J. Merrill Knapp

GLAND

This interdisciplinary seminar will examine the relation of music to literature and drama in
the first half of the eighteenth century in England. The focus will be on literary genres
concerned with London theatrical music—opera librettos, journals, letters, essays, and
poetry—as well as on the music itself. The seminar will draw on primary sources both at the
Folger and in the Music Division of the Library of Congress, and it will deal with aesthetic
criticism and social comment as well as with the actual musical literature. Some ability to
read music is desirable but not essential.

J. MERRILL KNAPP is Professor Emeritus of Music at Princeton University and former Dean of the
College at Princeton. The editor of two opera volumes (Amadigi and Flavio] for the complete Handel
edition in Germany. Professor Knapp is also a conductor; he gave the first performances in America of
two Handel operas, Imeneo and Amadigi. His books include Selected Lists of Music for Men's Voices
and The Magic of Opera.

February 6-April 23

Mondays at 1:00 p.m.

PARADISE LOST
Barbara K. Lewalski

This workshop will explore Milton’s Paradise Lost as an encyclopedic epic comprehending
many poetic genres, rhetorical forms, and literary modes. Lectures and discussions will
consider just how and for what purposes Milton embeds earlier literary structures and
devices in Paradise Lost, with reference to Renaissance genre theory, literary precedent, and
Milton’s ways with genre in his other poetry.

BARBARA K. LEWALSKI is William R. Kenan Professor of English Literature at Harvard University.
The author of such studies as Milton's Brief Epic: The Genre, Meaning and Art of “Paradise Regained”
(1966), Donne’s “Anniversaries” and the Poetry of Praise: The Creation of a Symbolic Mode (1973),
and Protestant Poetics and the Seventeenth-Century Religious Lyric (1979), she is now completing
abook on Paradise Lost.

May 30-June 15
Wednesdays and Fridays at 1:00 p.m.

\D LITERARY FORMS

THE INTERTEXTS OF THE TEMPEST
Stephen Orgel

This seminar will examine The Tempest as presentation, representation, and text. Discussion
will focus on the relation of script and performance to the text preserved in the First Folio.
Contexts to be considered will include mythographic, iconographic, social, political, and
biographical issues, as well as the play’s history of realization and interpretation.

STEPHEN ORGEL is Sir William Osler Professor of English Literature at Johns Hopkins Universits
GTher stutiles ah@eauions, ne 1S CUITeNty eaiing £ e 1énmpest tof | e UXIOrd Shakespeare.
February I-April 18

Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.

FROM BOSWORTH TO YORKTOWN: THE D.
OF BRITISH POLITICAL THOUGHT FROM H]
THROUGH THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Gordon J. Schochet

As the first formal offering of the Folger Institute’s new Center for the Study of British
Political Thought, this seminar will present an overview of the origins and development of
British political thought in the period 1500-1800. The emphasis will be upon overarching
problems and issues rather than upon the texts of the “major” political theorists. Problems
to be considered include the language of public discourse; the rise and transformation
of “absolutist™ theory and practice; authority in the household and the changing status
of women: the Reformation, religious dissidence, and toleration; the impact of such disci-
plines as law and science; “property,” commerce, trade, and empire; and “individualism,”
virtue, and republicanism.

GORDON J. SCHOCHET, Professor of Political Science at Rutgers University, is a member of the
Steering Committee for the Folger Institute’s Center for the Study of British Political Thought,
1500-1800. He is the author of Patriarchalism in Political Thought (1975) and is currently engaged in
research on John Locke’s doctrines of religious toleration.

February 7-April 24
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.

ELOPME
ENRY VII

THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF FAITH IN THE
GERMAN REFORMATION

Gerald Strauss

This seminar will consider how the religious ideas of the sixteenth-century
Reformation in German-speaking countries became acceptable to, and were
accepted by, the various social groups whose allegiance made the Protestant
Reformation possible. Participants will examine contrasting political and
social circumstances in different locations, with discussions based on an
analysis of contemporary documents and a reading of important selections
from recent scholarly literature.

GERALD STRAUSS is Professor of History at Indiana University. His books include
Luther’s House of Learning: Indoctrination of the Young in the German Reformation
(1978) and Nuremberg in the Sixteenth Century (1976). The author of numerous
articles on German social and cultural history, Professor Strauss is now completing a
book on the opposition to Roman Law in sixteenth-century Germany.

April 3-May 10
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.

DIDEROT’S CONSTRUCTIONS AND
DECONSTRUCTIONS
Jack Undank

This seminar will focus on Diderot's concept of language as a form of sym-
bolic action and his approach to literature as an instrument of imprisoning
or liberating power. Participants will examine how, as he grows older,
Diderot questions and subverts his enterprise within its own boundaries.
Among other things, the seminar will attempt to reassess existing definitions
of eighteenth-century sentimentality, “realism,” and irony.

JACK UNDANK, Professor of French at Rutgers University, is one of the contribut-
ing editors to the new international edition of Diderot's Oeuvres complétes. His most
recent books are Diderot, Inside, Qutside, and In-Between(1979) and (as co-editor) the
forthcoming Diderot: Digression and Dispersion, a collection of essays commemorat-
ing the 1984 bicentennial of Diderot's death. Professor Undank is currently at work on
abook to be called The Ethics of Discourse, a study of several Enlightenment writers.

February 2-April 26
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.
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