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Academic Programs

he Academic Programs Division of
Tthe Library endeavors to make the

resources of the Folger accessible to
the academic world. Through lectures and
other public presentations; seminars, col-
loquia, and conferences; cooperation with
academic institutions and scholarly orga-
nizations; and a variety of publications,
the Academic Programs Division provides
ongoing support for a wide range of
research and educational activities.

The Academic Programs Divisionis sub-
divided into three major areas of
endeavor: supervision, through the Folger
Institute, of an interdisciplinary program
of seminars, lectures, conferences, and
colloquia; publication of the pre-eminent
Shakespeare journal, the Shakespeare
Quarterly; and publication of book-length
editions, facsimiles, and critical studies,
under the imprint of Folger Books.

Each of these areas underwent signifi-
cant developments in 1985-86. During the
year, Dr. Barbara A.Mowat was named
director of the division, and thereby
became chairman of the Folger Institute
and editor of Shakespeare Quarterly and of
Folger Books.

The Folger Institute

The Library’s extensive program of
advanced seminars, symposia, and collo-
quia is overseen by the Folger Institute, a
collaborative enterprise founded in 1970
and now a major center for advanced
study and research in the humanities.
Cosponsored by the Library and 22 major
universities, the Folger Institute contin-
ued, in 1985-86, to expand both its activ-
ities and its influence in the academic and
intellectual worlds, offering 13 seminars
and workshops, 12 public evening lec-
tures, and a range of colloquia and occa-
sional lectures. The Institute’s Center for
the History of British Political Thought
concluded the second year of a three-year
rotation of NEH-funded seminars and
conferences, and it received the welcome
news that the matching funds needed to
continue its programs had been obtained.
During the year, with the aid of further
funding from the National Endowment for
the Humanities, the Institute also sched-
uled three intensive one-day workshops
and a six-week summer institute in the
Neo-Latin Archival Sciences. And, as the
year closed, the Institute was awarded a

major grant from the NEH that enables it
to establish a Center for Shakespeare
Studies.

Joining the Institute’s Executive Direc-
tor Lena Cowen Orlin and its Program
Assistant Gregory Barz on the staff that
coordinated all these events were the Insti-
tute’s new Chairman Barbara A.Mowat
and its Program Assistant Patricia C.Kelly,
who succeeded Amy Brooks at mid-year.
Also new to the Institute staff in 1985-86
were Academic Programs Secretary Deb-
orah Rogers and Intern Ken Albala.

The Library expresses its continuing
gratitude to the members of two Institute
advisory committees. The steering com-
mittee of the Center for the History of Brit-
ish Political Thought, composed of J.G.A.
Pocock of Johns Hopkins University, Gor-
don]. Schochet of Rutgers University, and
Lois G. Schwoerer of George Washington
University, once again offered generously
their time, energy, and counsel. The Insti-
tute’s central executive committee, made
up of representatives of each of the Insti-
tute’s cosponsoring universities, met in
Washington on October 19, 1985, and on
May 17, 1986, to help oversee the Insti-
tute’s plans and policies. Members are ].
Leeds Barroll of the University of Mary-
land at Baltimore County, Jackson C.
Boswell of the University of the District of
Columbia, Jonathan Crewe of Johns Hop-
kins University, Stuart Curran of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, Ellen S. Ginsberg
of Catholic University, Jay L. Halio of the
University of Delaware, S. K. Heninger,
Jr., of the University of North Carolina,
Elizabeth Hudson of West Virginia Uni-
versity, George K.Hunter of Yale Univer-
sity, Mary B. McKinley of the University
of Virginia, Eric Molin of George Mason
University, Robert . Mulvaney of the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, Joseph G. Price
of Pennsylvania State University, Jon A.
Quitslund of George Washington Univer-
sity, Dale B. J. Randall of Duke University,
Jeanne Addison Roberts of American Uni-
versity, Thomas P. Roche of Princeton
University, Jason P. Rosenblatt of George-
town University, Gordon J. Schochet of
Rutgers University, Joan Hinde Stewart of
North Carolina State University, Estelle
Taylor of Howard University, and Susan
Zimmerman of the University of Mary-
land at College Park. The Library would
also like to acknowledge its particular
debt to two members of the central exec-
utive committee, Professors Barroll and
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McKinley, chairs of the application review
and program planning subcommittees,
respectively.

Seminars and Workshops

“The Folger Institute seminar program
lives up toits reputation for peerless schol-
arship,” wrote one participant of her expe-
rience with the 1985-86 program. The
Institute offered ten seminars and three
workshops, enrolled 160 scholars in those
programs, and awarded fellowship sup-
port to 79 of those scholars. It maintained
its commitment to sponsor programs
introducing innovative interdisciplinary
approaches to subjects that fall within its
purview. Of an intensive workshop on
“Ritual Pillages in Late Medieval and Ren-
aissance Italy,” for example, a participant
marvelled at the way in which director
Carlo Ginzburg of the University of
Bologna “took a minor, rather insignifi-
cant event—or series of events—and
examined it, pulled it apart, opened up
entirely new perspectives, made use of an
impressive array of methodologies.” “He
compared himself to Sherlock Holmes,”
noted another, ““and his deductive
method was objective, thorough, and
ingenious.” Of a more extended seminar
on “Carnivals of Violence in Renaissance
Italy and France,” directed by Edward W.
Muir, Jr., of Syracuse University, a partic-
ipant observed that the Institute “allowed
us to explore what would be a footnote in
most graduate courses,”” but which
“brought up so many fascinating and
importantissues in Renaissance social his-
tory, myth, and ritual.” Egon Verheyen of
The Johns Hopkins University directed
another seminar, “The Renaissance
Triumph,” that was similarly more inter-
disciplinary and, at the same time, more
specialized than those most graduate pro-
grams are able to offer.

The Institute also continued to schedule
such practical, skills-oriented courses as a
summer workshop on “‘Bibliography and
Textual Criticism,” directed by George
Walton Williams of Duke University. Of
that workshop, a postdoctoral participant
wrote that ““The topic is central to those
who work in our area, and instruction in
it simply mnot available else-
where. . . .. many of us are in sore need
of such instruction.”

Among the disciplines that were newer

to the Institute roster were the history of
science, addressed by Margaret C. Jacob
of the New School for Social Research in
New York in “From Scientific Revolution
to Industrial Revolution,” and music his-
tory, represented by Howard Mayer
Brown in “Paris in the 1580s: Secular
Music in France.” The Institute also con-
tinued to offer seminars in such areas as
the literature of the Continental Renais-
sance, with “Silenic Endings: Patterns of
Closure in Renaissance Literature,”’
directed by Mary B. McKinley of the Uni-
versity of Virginia; Shakespearean drama,
with ““Shakespeare and his Fellow Dra-
matists,”” directed by Maurice Charney of
Rutgers University, and ‘“Shakespeare
and the University Wits, 1584-1594,"’
directed by George K. Hunter of Yale Uni-
versity; and English literature of the sev-
enteenth and eighteenth centuries, with
“Contraries Meet in One”’: English Reli-
gious Poetry of the Seventeenth Century,”
directed by Louis Martz of Yale Univer-
sity, and “Literature and ‘Reality” from
Pope to Wordsworth,”” directed by Leo-
pold Damrosch, Jr. of the University of
Maryland at College Park.

In one particularly gratifying tribute to
the Institute’s programs, a seminar partic-
ipant wrote that “The Library is much
more than a collection of books. It is a
gathering place for scholars of all kinds—
the opportunity to share ideas, papers,
and books is incredible. There is an inde-
finable atmosphere at the Folger which
encourages learning.”

The Folger Institute
Center for the History of
British Political Thought

The Center for the History of British
Political Thought was inaugurated in 1983
with a grant of $181,000 from the Research
Programs Division of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, which also made
$50,000 available to the Center on a match-
ing basis. Two major grants from the John
Ben Snow Memorial Trust and the Exxon
Education Foundation assured the match
and the Center’s continuation in 1986-87.
Other financial contributors to the Cen-
ter’s activities in 1985-86 were George
Washington University, The Honorable
and Mrs.Ronald S.Lauder, Barclays Bank
of New York, the North American Con-
ference on British Studies, and the British
Council.




In 1984, the Center had embarked upon
a three-year rotation of six seminars
intended to analyze the changing pattern
of political discourse in a major political
culture over a period of three seminal cen-
turies in early modern history, 1500-1800.
1985-86 brought the Center to the second
of those centuries, the seventeenth, to
which it devoted two seminars and three
conferences.

In the fall, William Lamont of the Uni-
versity of Sussex directed ‘‘Political
Thought in Early Modern England, 1600-
1660 with the aid of a series of guest lec-
turers that one seminar registrant char-
acterized as ““dazzling.”” These included
Robin Clifton of Warwick University;
Patrick Collinson of Sheffield University;
Conal Condren of the University of New
South Wales; Anthony Fletcher of Shef-
field University; J. K. Graham of La Trobe
University; Christopher Hill of the Uni-
versity of Oxford; Derek Hirst of Wash-
ington University; Michael Mendle of the
University of Alabama; John Morrill of Sel-
wyn College, Cambridge; and Margaret
Sampson of the University of Queensland.
Many of these visiting lecturers spoke in
a highly successful series of Friday lunch-
time colloquia which made them available
to interested Library readers and staff
members as well as to the members of the
seminar proper. The seminar participants
were also joined by a number of other reg-
istrants for an open conference coordi-
nated by Professor Lamont on October 11,
“The New Model Army and the Levell-
ers,” which featured the work of Mark
Kishlansky of the University of Chicago,
Barbara Taft of Washington, D.C., and
Austin Woolrych of Lancaster University.

In the spring, Howard A. Nenner of
Smith College directed “‘Political Thought
in the Later Stuart Age, 1649-1702.” His
contributing lecturers included Richard
Ashcraft of the University of California at
Los Angeles, Carolyn Edie of the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago, David Hayton
of the History of Parliament Trust in Lon-
don, James Jacob of the John Jay College
of Criminal Justice at CUNY, Mark Kish-
lansky of the University of Chicago, ].G.A.
Pocock of the Johns Hopkins University,
GordonJ. Schochet of Rutgers University,
Corinne Weston of Herbert H. Lehman
College at CUNY, and Robert Zaller of the
University of Miami. On March 13, Pro-
fessor Nenner moderated a conference on
“Political Thought and Imaginative Liter-

ature in Seventeenth-Century England.”
Speakers at the conference included Rich-
ard Braverman of Yale University, Anna-
bel Patterson of the University of
Maryland at College Park, Lois Potter of
the University of Leicester, Calhoun Win-
ton of the University of Maryland at Col-
lege Park, and Steven Zwicker of
Washington University. Center Steering
Committee Chair J. G. A. Pocock moder-
ated asecond conference on April 11, “The
Images of Monarchy in Late Seventeenth-
Century England,” with Henry
G.Horwitz of the University of lowa, Gary
S. De Krey of Colgate University, Manuel
Schonhorn of Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale, Lois G. Schwoerer of
George Washington University, Hilda L.
Smith of the Council of Chief State School
Officers, and Professor Nenner.

Most Folger Institute seminars meet one
afternoon a week; those sponsored by the
Institute’s Center for the History of British
Political Thought meet two afternoons a
week, as well as for weekly noontime lec-
tures and the occasional conferences.
Given even so rigorous a schedule, dis-
cussion among the seminar participants
was so lively that, as one participant com-
mented, “most sessions could easily have
been extended.”” All were gratified to find
themselves ““on the cutting edge of
research in seventeenth-century English
political thought,” an experience that was
repeatedly called “stimulating,” “excit-
ing,”and “enriching.”

Lectures

Folger Institute seminar and workshop
enrollment is generally limited to twelve
participants. In order that a larger com-
munity of scholars and area residents will
have some opportunity to meet and learn
from the Institute’s distinguished visiting
seminar directors, the Institute also sched-
ules a series of public Monday-night lec-
tures featuring these scholars. Twelve
spoke in the series in 1985-86.

Two of the lectures particularly worthy
of mention are the Annual Shakespeare’s
Birthday Lecture and the Annual Mellon
Lecture, the latter designated in honor of
the Institute’s Mellon endowment. This
year, the Birthday lecturer was George K.
Hunter, speaking on “Shakespeare as a
Renaissance Artist,” and the Mellon lec-
turer was Louis Martz, who discussed
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Participants at the symposium ““The
Fashioning and Functioning of the British
Country House.”

““Milton’s Transformation of Ovid.”’
Another lecture of note was Howard
Mayer Brown’s on “Problems of Perfor-
mance in Late-Sixteenth-Century Secular
Music.” Professor Brown—capping a
workshop in which his participants famil-
iarized themselves with the music under
discussion by singing it—was joined in his
lecture with accompaniment by an area
ensemble, Jubilate.

Colloquia and Occasional Lectures

The Institute sponsors two colloquium
series. One, referred to above, is a Midday
Colloquium, which offers visiting and res-
ident scholars the opportunity to share
their current research interests and work-
in-progress with other readers, seminar
participants, and staff members. In addi-
tion to the series of presentations by those
visiting the Center for the History of Brit-
ish Political Thought, there were noon-
time discussions led by I. M. Green of the
Queen’s University of Belfast, John Post
of the Public Record Office in London, and
Nico Kiasashvili of the University of Thbilisi
in Soviet Georgia. In a preview of events
that will be scheduled as the Institute’s
new Center for Shakespeare Studies is
established in 1986-87, Steve Brown of
George Mason University presented his
paper on “Gender in Ben Jonson’s Epi-
coene’’ to a group of distinguished Shake-
speareans in residence at the Library in
early summer.

The second series, the Evening Collo-
quium, had been significantly restruc-
tured in 1984 with the scheduling of a
series of monthly meetings devoted to a
single topic, “Women in the Renais-
sance.” Elizabeth H. Hageman of the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire coordinated
the sessions, which gathered scholars
from the fields of English, French, Italian,
and Spanish history, literature, and art
history and which were so popular that
the series was extended for a second year
in 1985-86. During this second year, the
group launched a joint editorial project
that will be pursued in 1986-87, when the
colloquium continues. As one member
described the sessions, ’On many occa-
sions we have been able to help one
another by sharing bibliographies, by ask-
ing difficult questions, by reading each
others” work. The close-to-perfect attend-
ance indicates how grateful we all are to
the Folger for an opportunity to meet once
monthly here.”

The format was so successful that the
Institute scheduled a second thematic col-
loquium series in 1985-86, led by Annabel
Patterson of the University of Maryland at
College Park, who coordinated sessions
on ‘‘Political Power and Culture,”’
described by participants as “"highly
professional,”” and ““wide-ranging and
sophisticated.”

The Institute also schedules occasional
lectures to supplement its programs. The
Institute’s Center for the History of British
Political Thought sponsored Charles
Fried, Solicitor General of the United
States, in a presentation here on February
10 of “Framers’ Intent: A Meditation on
Sonnet 65 and the Constitution.” The
Institute hosts the twice-yearly lectures of
the Erasmus of Rotterdam Society, which
this year featured Abbe Marc’hadour of
the Universite Catholique de 1'Ouest in
Angers and Manfred Hoffman of Emory
University.

Symposium

The exhibition by the National Gallery
of Art on ““The Treasure Houses of Britain:
Five Hundred Years of Private Patronage
and Art Collecting”” was an event of
moment to the Folger as well as to Wash-
ington at large. To complement that exhi-
bition and collateral exhibitions—the
Folger's on “The Compleat Gentleman:







