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another year of growth and achieve-

ment. The Folger Institute inau-
gurated a Center for the History of British
Political Thought. Folger Books came out
with its first new titles under the Li-
brary’s recently negotiated publishing ar-
rangements with Associated University
Presses. And Shakespeare Quarterly an-
nounced a special supplement on “Teach-
ing Shakespeare” that will make the
1984 volume the largest in the journal’s
history.

For Academic Programs, 1983/84 was

The Folger Institute
of Renaissance and
18th-Century Studies

The Folger Institute enjoyed its busiest
year to date. It scheduled an unpre-
cedented number of advanced interdis-
ciplinary seminars and workshops (13); a
full roster of evening lectures (nine) and
occasional lectures (most of them sched-
uled in the late afternoon); a broad spec-
frum of midday and evening colloquia;
a two-day symposium (co-sponsored
by the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars) on the bicentennial
of the 1783 Treaty of Paris; a one-day sym-
posium (arranged in conjunction with the
Folger Theatre) on Calderon and the
Spanish Golden Age; and the first of two
NEH-funded humanities institutes on the
techniques required for paleographical
and bibliographical scholarship in Renais-
sance and early modern cultural history.
Meanwhile the Institute continued to
expand its collaborative activities with the
Newberry Library Center for Renaissance
Studies in Chicago. As the fiscal year
drew to a close, it was also informed that
the National Endowment for the Human-
ities had awarded another substantial
grant to the two libraries, thereby en-
abling them to extend their current efforts
through 1986. Finally, looking to the fu-
ture, the Institute took the lead in a series
of exploratory discussions that will soon
bear fruit in a further extension of institu-
tonal cooperation to two more indepen-
dent research libraries, the American
Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts, and the Huntington Library
m San Marino, California.

Seminars and Workshops

When the Folger Institute began in
1970, its central focus was a small cluster

of interdisciplinary seminars and work-
shops hosted by the Library in conjunc-
tion with three local universities. Today,
a decade and a half later, the Institute’s
seminars and workshops remain at the
heart of its program. It is the opportunity
to send graduate students and faculty
members to the Folger for an intensive
period of research and scholarly inter-
change in the atmosphere of a major rare
book library that continues to make the
Institute such a valuable investment for
the 21 universities that now comprise its
far-flung consortium.

Enrollment in Folger Institute seminars
is normally limited to 12 participants,
with priority in admission accorded to
advanced graduate students and post-
doctoral scholars from member institu-
tions. Participants from co-sponsoring
institutions may enroll free of charge;
others are required to pay a modest reg-
istration fee. Member-supported fellow-
ship funds are available to offset travel,
lodging, and other expenses for qualified
applicants from the 21 universities that
support the Folger Institute. Through a
reciprocal agreement with the parallel
Newberry Library Center for Renaissance
Studies (which has grown to 22 univer-
sities in membership), a few additional
fellowship funds are allocated each year
to encourage scholars from one consor-
tium to attend programs offered by the
other. For some of its seminars the Insti-
tute has NEH-supported fellowship
funds to award to applicants unaffiliated
with the co-sponsoring universities of
either consortium. And the Institute now
sponsors one fellowship each year in
cooperation with the American Society
for Eighteenth-Century Studies.

Most of the seminars meet 12 times,
normally over a period of 12 or 13 weeks
but sometimes over a period of as little as
six weeks. The Institute does not award
grades, certificates, or degrees, of course,
but on request at the end of each term the
Institute office issues letters to the spon-
soring institutions of any participants
who wish to have their Folger seminar
work applied to the curricular require-
ments of their university degree pro-
grams. This procedure insures that the
seminars conducted at the Folger retain
their special character as unpressured,
high-level gatherings of mature scholars
oriented toward common goals, with
each participant encouraged to develop
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his or her own research plans within the
limits of the general subject designated
for investigation.

Institute workshops are more brief and
somewhat less structured than the semi-
nars; these normally meet no more than
half a dozen times, and only rarely does
a workshop last for more than a month.
They usually focus on topics of current
interest in Renaissance and early modern
studies; and, because they demand less
formal work from their participants than
do the seminars, they tend to be more
flexible and open-ended, both in format
and in attendance (which can sometimes
number as high as 20). The Institute is
seldom requested to issue credit letters in
connection with its workshop offerings,
and the norm is for them to have a some-
what higher percentage of postdoctoral
participants than do the seminars (where
the average is approximately 50 percent).

During the 1983/84 academic year, the
Institute sponsored 11 seminars and two
workshops. Topics ranged from Vasari’s
Lives of the Artists to Diderot’s concept of
language, and seminar and workshop
leaders came from institutions as varied
as Harvard University, the Warburg Insti-
tute of the University of London, and
New College, Oxford. One of the semi-
nars, Joseph G. Price’s “Shakespeare and
the History of Taste” (focusing primarily
on the triumph of Bardolatry in the 18th
and 19th centuries), was so well received
that it generated a sequel (focusing on the
20th century) to be offered in Spring 1985
by Charles H. Shattuck of the University
of Illinois. Another, Gerald Strauss’s “So-
cial Context of Faith in the German Ref-
ormation,” was itself a sequel of sorts,
coming in the wake of the Folger’s
involvement in the November 1983 cele-
bration of the 500th anniversary of the
birth of Martin Luther. Anne Barton’s
seminar on “Ben Jonson, Dramatist” gave
participants a chance to preview an emi-
nent scholar’s forthcoming book, while
Gordon Schochet’s seminar on “The De-
velopment of British Political Thought
from Henry VII through the American
Revolution” provided a prologue to the
Folger Institute’s new six-semester se-
quence of seminars on the history of
British political thought from 1500 to
1800. All in all, it was the Institute’s most
ambitious roster yet, and it elicited even
more than the usual number of rave re-
views from the participants who were

fortunate enough to enroll in one or more
of the 1983/84 offerings.

For a full listing of the seminars and
workshops for 1983/84, see Appendix 3A.

Lectures

Nine of the 12 scholars who conducted
seminars and workshops were also called
upon to deliver public lectures in the
Elizabethan Theatre. As usual, atten-
dance fluctuated, depending upon such
factors as the weather and the appeal of
the announced topic, but in each instance
the general audience to which the eve-
ning lecture series is geared was given a
taste of the intellectual excitement the In-
stitute provides in full measure to the
more scholarly clientele for whom its
seminar and workshop sessions are in-
tended. One of the highlights of the sea-
son was a remarkable performance by ]J.
Merrill Knapp (Professor Emeritus of
Music at Princeton University), who drew
on all the resources of a stereo system, a
piano, and his own voice to illustrate
“The Italian Chamber Duets of George
Frideric Handel.” Another popular lec-
ture was a discussion of “Paradise Lost:
Literary Forms and Human Values” by
Barbara K. Lewalski (Professor of English
at Harvard University). Among the noon-
time and late afternoon lectures, which
are normally scheduled for the Board
Room or the Great Hall rather than the
Theatre, the most memorable were re-
marks on “Hamlets in Present-Day
Prague” by Zdenek Stribrny (Research
Professor at Charles University in Czech-
oslovakia) and “Rhetoric as Method in Re-
naissance and Early Modern Studies” by
Marc Fumaroli (Professor of French Liter-
ature at the Sorbonne in Paris).

For a full listing of the speakers and
topics in the two Folger Institute lecture
series for 1983/84, see Appendix 3.

Colloquia

The Folger Institute sponsors two series
of colloquia, an even
which is normally sci
pany dinner at a Io
which features discu
has been distributed !
midday colloquium which s normally
scheduled to accompany 2 brown-bag




luncheon in the Board Room and which
offers a visiting scholar an opportunity to
speak about his or her current research
interests. Both colloquia attracted engag-
ing speakers in 1983/84, and both sup-
plemented in significant ways the other
offerings of the Institute. The most popu-
lar program, offered by Merle Severy of
the National Geographic Society, was a
slide-illustrated lecture, “In the Footsteps
of Luther,” which provided a fascinating
backdrop to the author’s feature article on
Luther in the November 1983 issue of Na-
tional Geographic magazine. Another high
point was a sequence of presentations on
the problems of editing Shakespeare and
other writers of the English Renaissance.
The speakers included Rudiger Ahrens of
the University of Wurzburg in West Ger-
many, Peter W.M. Blayney of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, Shirley Strum Kenny of
the University of Maryland—College
Park, D.F. McKenzie of Victoria Univer-
sity in New Zealand, John T. Shawcross
of the University of Kentucky, Michael
Warren of the University of California at
Santa Cruz, and Paul Werstine of King's
College at the University of Ontario.

For a full listing of the speakers and
topics in the two Folger Institute colloquia
for 1983/84, see Appendix 3.

Symposia

In what was undoubtedly the Folger In-
stitute event which attracted the broadest
attention, the Library joined forces with
the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars, the British Embassy,
and the National Committee for the
Bicentennial for the Treaty of Paris for a
two-day symposium in commemoration
of the American ratification of the 1783
treaty that established the United States
as an independent nation in the world
community. In some ways “The Treaty of
Paris in a Changing States System” was
a return to the theme of the Folger Insti-
tute’s first symposium on the American
Bicentennial, a May 1976 gathering on
“Three British Revolutions: 1641, 1688,
1776” that led to a publication of the same
title by Princeton University Press in
1980. At the same time, the symposium
also built on more recent programs on
“The Development of British Political
Thought 1500-1700” (April 1979) and on
“John Locke and the Political Thought of

the 1680s” (March 1980). But most impor-
tant of all, it served to launch the Folger
Institute’s newly established Center for
the History of British Political Thought.

Funded by a $181,000 grant from the
Research Programs division of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities
(with an additional $50,000 in federal
funds available to match an equal amount
from another, private, source), the new
Center is largely the brainchild of Profes-
sor J.G.A. Pocock, the Johns Hopkins
political historian who chairs its Steering
Committee. But it also owes a great deal
to the contributions of the other histo-
rians who serve on the Steering Commit-
tee with Professor Pocock and Institute
Associate Chairman Lena Cowen Orlin:
Professor Lois G. Schwoerer of George
Washington University and Professor
Gordon J. Schochet of Rutgers University.
No comprehensive history of British polit-
ical thought exists at present, and one of
the aims of the new Folger Center is to
work toward the time when it may be
possible to construct one. To this end the
Center has scheduled six semester-long
seminars over the next three years to sur-
vey the three centuries from approxi-
mately 1500 to approximately 1800. These
seminars will isolate and study the main
currents of political thought during this
period in England, Scotland, Ireland, and
colonial and revolutionary America, and
they will draw primarily on source mate-
rials to be found in the two major repos-
itories of material on Capitol Hill, the
Folger Shakespeare Library and the Li-
brary of Congress. Each seminar will in-
clude a number of visiting speakers, and
in some instances the seminars will pro-
duce one- or two-day colloquia, special
public lectures, and two- and three-day
research conferences. From time to time,
the new Center will also co-sponsor pro-
grams with other organizations, such as
the Conference on British Studies (of
which Professor Schwoerer is the current
Secretary), the Conference for the Study
of Political Thought, and the Newberry
Library.

It seemed particularly fitting that the
Center was inaugurated under the joint
auspices of the British Embassy and the
Wilson Center. The first day’s sessions on
Thursday, January 26, took place in the
Theatre of the Folger. Speakers and com-
mentators included such distinguished
historians as Ann Gorman Condon of the
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From Nobilitas politica vel ciuilis . .., 1608, by
Robert Glover. Elizabeth I addresses the
House of Lords. The Speaker and members
of the House of Commons are represented
in the foreground.






