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the Library seeks through its diverse

offerings to serve a variety of
scholarly constituencies, educational insti-
tutions, and professional organizations.
Many of its activities and publications
allow the Folger to make its resources
accessible to a wider public as well.

: The Academic Programs division of

The Folger Institute
Of Renaissance and
Eighteenth-Century Studies

The Folger Institute enjoyed another ban-
ner year in 1982/83. During the ten-month
period from September 1982 through June
1983, the Institute presented a varied cal-
endar of advanced interdisciplinary sem-
inars, 3- to 6-week workshops, monthly
lectures, supplemental occasional lectures,
evening colloquia, and midday colloquia—
an array of activities principally supported
by, drawing on the community, and, in large
measure defined by, the 21 prominent
universities that now co-sponsor the Folger
Institute. During the summer of 1982, the
Institute completed the second of two Hu-
manities Institutes on Shakespeare in Per-
formance, rounding out a series of pro-
grams it had been offering under a
$334,452, three-year grant awarded in June
1979 by the National Endowment for the
Humanities. A bonus, and one of the high-
lights of the 1982/83 academic year, was a
two-day  symposium in = October—
“Calderon: A Baroque Dreamer and Real-
ist,”” co-hosted and largely underwritten by
2 810,000 grant from the Embassy of Spain.

It was a busy year, then, but part of what
made it so was the time and effort that
went into preparations for the future.
During the winter and spring of 1983, for
example, the Institute was publicizing and
reviewing applications for the first of two
new NEH-supported Humanities Institutes
in the Archival Sciences scheduled to take
place at the Folger during the summers of
1983 and 1984. Offered in conjunction
with the Newberry Library Center for
Renaissance Studies in Chicago, these six-
week institutes are the central components
of a $348,590 two-year Education Pro-
grams grant awarded jointly to the Folger
and the Newberry in June 1982. Nor was
this the only NEH-funded grant under
which the Folger and the Newberry were
cooperating in 1982/83. Through a
$13,876 Endowment planning grant
awarded in February 1983, the Folger and

the Newberry initiated a series of meetings
with two other major independent re-
search libraries (the Huntington in San
Marino, California, and the American Anti-
quarian Society in Worcester, Massachu-
setts) to explore the feasibility of a broad
range of cooperative programs that might
link these four institutions more closely to
one another. All these programs promised
to lend even greater scope to yet another
NEH-funded Folger Institute activity, a new
Center for the History of British Political
Thought, supported through a $231,000
November 1982 award from the Research
Programs Division of the Endowment and
scheduled to commence with a three-year
sequence of seminars, conferences,
colloquia, and fellowships in January 1984.

As the 1982/83 fiscal year drew to a
close, in other words, it was manifest that
the Folger Institute was continuing to build
on the strong foundation with which it had
begun in 1970. Two more universities had
joined the Institute consortium—Duke
University and Yale University—adding
further luster to a constellation that already
included 19 major institutions, among
them some of the most distinguished in the
nation: American University, the Catholic
University of America, the L’nix}crsity of
Delaware, George Mason University,
George Washington University, George-
town University, Howard University, Johns
Hopkins University, the University of
Maryland-Baltimore County, the University
of Maryland-College Park, the University of
North Carolina, North Carolina State Uni-
versity, the University of Pennsylvania,
Pennsylvania State University, Princeton
University, Rutgers University, the Univer-
sity of South Carolina, the University of
Virginia, and West Virginia University. The
Institute’s programs had prospered and
proliferated, making the resources of the
Folger accessible to an ever-éxpanding
constituency—one, indeed, that now
stretched all the way from South Carolina
to Connecticut. In only a little more than a
decade, the Institute’s record of service to
scholarship and instruction in the humani-
ties had made it the recipient of more than
$2 million in gifts, grants, and other sup-
port from such agencies as the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the
Surdna Foundation.

The Institute’s reputation for responsible
innovation has inspired the creation of
comparable programs in a number of other
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settings, most notably the Midwest, where
the consortium of universities co-sponsor-
ing the Newberry Library Center for
Renaissance Studies had grown to 15 insti-
tutions: De Paul University, Illinois State
University, Loyola University of Chicago,
Northern Illinois University, Northwestern
University, the University of Chicago, the
University of Illinois at Chicago, the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the
University of Iowa, the University of Min-
nesota, the University of Notre Dame, the
University of Wisconsin at Madison, the
University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, the
University of Michigan, and Western Mich-
igan University. And its leadership in the
forging of collaborative links with other in-
stitutions and associations had brought the
Institute into fruitful relationships with
more than two dozen organizations in
addition to the 36 universities currently
comprising the two consortia of the Folger
Institute and the Newberry Library Center
for Renaissance Studies.

If 1982/83 was a year of prosperity for
the Folger Institute, its success was owing
in large part to a superb staff—Lena Cowen
Orlin (Associate Chairman), who assisted
Chairman John Andrews with virtually
every aspect of the Institute’s administra-
tion, Andrea Harris (Program Assistant until
April, when she moved upstairs to Public
Programs), and Gregory’ Barz (Program
Assistant since April)—and a dedicated
Central Executive Committee, all 21 of
whose members have earned the Institute’s
gratitude: J. Leeds Barroll III (University of
Maryland-Baltimore County), Carol J.
Carlisle and her deputy for much of 1982/
83, Robert Mulvaney, (University of South
Carolina), Larry S. Champion (North Caro-
lina State University), Stuart A. Curran (Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania), Ellen S. Ginsberg
(Catholic University of America), Thomas
M. Greene (Yale University), S. K. Heninger
(University of North Carolina), Jay L. Halio
(University of Delaware), Elizabeth Hudson
(West Virginia University), Shirley Strum
Kenny (University of Maryland-College
Park), Mary B. McKinley (University of
Virginia), Eric Molin (George Mason Uni-
versity), Stephen Orgel (Johns Hopkins
University), Joseph G. Price (Pennsylvania
State University), Dale B. J. Randall (Duke
University), John P. Reesing (George Wash-
ington University), Jeanne Roberts (Ameri-
can University), Thomas P. Roche (Prince-
ton University), Jason Rosenblatt (George-
town University), Gordon J. Schochet (Rut-

gers - University), and Estelle

(Howard University).
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Seminars and Workshops

The oldest feature of the Folger Institute
program, and in many ways the heart of i,
is its roster of seminars and workshops. En-
rollment in the seminars is normally limited
to 12 participants, with priority in admis-
sion accorded to advanced graduate stu-
dents and postdoctoral scholars from the
co-sponsoring universities. Enrollment in
the workshops, which tend to be of briefer
duration and therefore to demand less in
the way of active participation from regis-
trants, is often higher and may vary from
one session to another as auditors find it
possible to sit in on some of the discussions
but not others.

The Institute offered a total of 10 sem-
inars and workshops in 1982/83. There
were four 12-week seminars and one 3-
week workshop during the fall of 1982.
And there were two 12-week seminars, one
6-week seminar (meeting twice a week
rather than the normal once a week), one 6-
week  workshop, and one 3-week
workshop (meeting twice a week) during
the spring of 1983. As usual, the back-
grounds and subject areas of the préfessors
conducting the programs were immensely
diverse, and they attracted a broad range of
participants: 42 for the five offerings of Fall
1982, and 56 for the five offerings of
Spring 1983, for a total of 98 in all.

Seminar and workshop topics ranged
from broad historical surveys (‘“‘Literature
and Politics from the Popish Plot to the
Death of Pope,”” ““Education and Society in
Renaissance Europe,” ‘“The Diffusion of
the Renaissance Style in Architecture Qut-
side Italy”’) to highly focused analyses of
particular literary works (“King Lear,”’
“Language and Selfhood in the Delie of
Maurice Scéve”), prominent authors
(“Rabelais and his Humanist Contexts’),
and stylistic movements (‘‘Like Angels
from a Cloud: The English Metaphysical
Preachers, 1589-1639,” “English Poetic
Forms”’). But there were also seminars and
workshops designed to provide the re-
search tools necessary for the study of ori-
ginal rare materials (“Analytical Bibliog-
raphy,” “Archival Sciences at the Folger
Library”), and these pragmatic courses
drew on the knowledge and expertise of
the Folger staff, past and present: Giles E.
Dawson (former Curator of Rare Books and



Manuscripts), Karen Garlick (Assistant Con-
servator), Nati Krivatsy (Reference Librar-
ian), Lilly Stone Lievsay (Head Cataloger),
Elizabeth Niemyer (Acquisitions Librarian),
and Laetitia Yeandle (Curator and Cataloger
of Manuscripts).

The subject-matter seminars and work-

shops were conducted by some of the
most eminent scholars who have ever
taught in the Folger Institute, and as usual
they elicited enthusiastic comments from
participants asked to evaluate their exper-
iences. One of the senior fellows who took
Kenneth Muir’s seminar in the fall wrote as
follows: .
I believe that so long as the Folger secures
scholars of undisputed authority the extent of
their achievements is bound to rub off on those
whose main activity is the teaching of under-
graduates. The opportunity to study a_single
Shakespeare play over a period of 12 weeks with
a scholar of the stature of Kenneth Muir pro-
vided an invaluable experience for me which I
hope will be reflected in my own teaching of the
play. Professor Muir undertook to share his vast
experience with us as an actor, producer, and
student of Shakespeare without pretension and
with great courtesy and consideration. At the
same time he was able to encourage us to con-
tinue our own study and critical research along
lines which he set out for us in the maze of
Shakespeare scholarship.

And one of the Institute ‘‘regulars,” a fac-
ulty member from one of the local univer-
sities and a frequent participant in Institute
seminars, had this to say about M.A.
Screech’s workshop on Rabelais in the
spring:
This seminar was outstanding; in fact, it was
breathtaking. Not only is Professor Screech’s
erudition unusual, as anybody in the Renais-
sance field of French literature knows, but he is a
fantastic lecturer and actor. Each lecture was
constructed in such a way that it led to a climax,
and the last lecture to a final climax that
wrapped up all four books. The lectures were
not only informative, but marvelous lessons in
teaching.
Similar praise was bestowed on the other
seminar and workshop leaders. And the
professors in turn spoke highly of the op-
portunity to teach in an environment as
rich and congenial as the Folger Institute.
For a full list of the Institute’s 1982/83
seminar and workshop offerings, see
Appendix 3A. E

Folger Lecture Series

The most accessible of the Folger Insti-
tute’s programs is its monthly series of pub-
lic lectures. Normally scheduled on

Monday nights and held in the Folger
Theatre, but occasionally scheduled for
”'Fuesday nights or held in the Exhibition
Gallery, the presentations in the Folger
Lecture Series are free to the general public
and are publicized through newspaper and
magazine listings and through announce-
ments on local radio and television sta-
tions. They usually attract between 75 and
225 listeners, and provide the Institute an
opportunity to share some of the excite-
ment of scholarly interchange—the kind of
interchange that might otherwise be con-
fined to the reading room or the seminar
table—with a cultivated general audience.

. Of the nine lecturers on the Folger Lecture

Series program in 1982/83, seven were also
professors conducting seminars or work-
shops: Horton Davies (Putnam Professor of
the History of Christianity at Princeton
University), Thomas M. Greene (Frederick
Clifford Ford Professor of English and
Comparative Literature at Yale University),
Kenneth Muir (Professor Emeritus of
English, University of Liverpool), Stuart A.
Curran (Professor of English, the University
of Pennsylvania), Earl E. Rosenthal (Profes-
sor of History of Art, the University of
Chicago), M.A. Screech (Fielden Professor
of French, University College, London),
and Anthony T. Grafton (Associate Profes-
sor of History, Princeton University). The
other two lecturers were well known to
Folger audiences through other associa-
tions with the Library: Carol J. Carlisle
(Professor of English, the University of
South Carolina), a frequent reader and her
university’s delegate to the Central Execu-
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Horton Davies leads Folger Institute
seminar.






