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he Academic Programs division of
I the Library flourished in 1981/82.
The Folger Institute continued its
remarkable growth and outreach. The Fol-
ger publication program entered a new
phase of development. And Shakespeare
Quarterly made some widely welcomed
changes in policy that give the journal a
bright outlook for the years immediately
ahead.

Folger Institute of
Renaissance and
Eighteenth-Century Studies

Founded in 1970 as an advanced center
for interdisciplinary studies in the human-
ities, the Folger Institute of Renaissance
and Eighteenth-Century Studies is a grow-
ing collaborative enterprise centered in
the Folger Shakespeare Library and now
co-sponsored (with the entry of Howard
University) by 19 prominent mid-Atlantic
universities: American University, the
Catholic University of America, the Uni-
versity of Delaware, George Mason Uni-
versity, George Washington University,
Georgetown University, Howard Univer-
sity, Johns Hopkins University, the Uni-
versity of Maryland-Baltimore County, the
University of Maryland-College Park, the
University of North Carolina, North Caro-
lina State University, the University of
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, Princeton University, Rutgers Univer-
sity, the University ot South Carolina, the
University of Virginia, and West Virginia
University. Drawing on the strengths and
resources of each affiliated university, and
increasingly on the resources of other in-
stitutions as well, both in the Washington
area and beyond, the Institute has contin-
ued to flourish in 1981/82—making acces-
sible the Folger’s invaluable archival re-
sources and facilities, attracting scholars
of national and international distinction,
and serving the needs of a variety of con-
stituents: graduate students, postdoctoral
fellows, members of the professions,
teachers in a wide range of academic set-
tings, professional organizations, and
members of the cultivated general public.

During 1981/82, the Institute attained
a number of important milestones. First
of all, it demonstrated that collaborative
activities need not be confined to a single
geographical region. The Institute took
its programs ‘‘on the road” in unprece-
dented fashion by co-sponsoring a major
symposium on Shakespeare with three in-

stitutions on the West Coast, holding the
event on the campus of the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles.
Second, the Institute continued its coop-
erative efforts with local cultural institu-
tions and national professional organiza-
tions, co-sponsoring an international
symposium on ‘‘Hermeticism and the
Renaissance’ with the Catholic University
of America and the National Gallery of Art
(and drawing also on the resources of the
Library of Congress, the Smithsonian In-
stitution, and the National Institutes of
Health) and hosting, for the first time in
the Library’s history, the annual meeting
of the prestigious Renaissance Society of
America. Third, the Institute continued its
efforts to help develop a national network
of centers for advanced study in the
humanities, both by building on its suc-
cessful cooperative activities with the
Newberry Library in Chicago (which now
sponsors a Center for Renaissance Studies
that is supported by ten major midwest-
ern universities, including the University
of Chicago, Northwestern University, the
University of Iowa, the University of Illi-
nois, and Indiana University) and by ini-
tiating discussions (growing out of a new-
ly awarded Folger-Newberry grant from
the National Endowment for the Human-
ities) that should soon result in closer
ties with two other prominent indepen-
dent research libraries: the American Anti-
quarian Society in Worcester, Massachu-
setts, and the Henry E. Huntington
Library in San Marino, California. Fourth,
the Institute sponsored the first of two
summer workshops (officially designated
Humanities Institutes and funded by the
National Endowment for the Humanities)
on Shakespeare in Performance—the
second workshop taking place in the sum-
mer of 1982 and establishing the Insti-
tute’s program on the study of Shake-
speare in performance as an activity that
should now be given the status of an on-
going center and developed on a contin-
uing basis. Fifth, the Institute inaugurated
a new program format—a series of lec-
tures on related topics by a single speaker
—with four provocative talks on the prob-
lems of “Editing Shakespeare Today” by
Stanley Wells, General Editor of the new
Oxford Shakespeare edition. And sixth,
the Institute welcomed the publication of
its second volume of “Folger Institute
Essays,”” a collection of articles on Patron-
age in the Renaissance (growing out of a
May 1977 symposium of the same title)
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edited by Guy F. Lytle and Stephen Orgel
and published in the spring of 1982 by
Princeton University Press. Meanwhile, of
course, the Institute continued its highly
successful seminars and workshops, its
monthly evening lectures, its monthly
evening colloquia, its weekly noontime
colloquia, and its fellowship program—
all of which are detailed in the pages that
follow.

e

Folger Institute Seminars
and Workshops

At the heart of the Institute’s programs
are its seminars and workshops. An av-
erage of ten are offered each year, em-
bracing such disciplines as Renaissance
and 18th-century drama and literature,
social and political history, philosophy
and intellectual history, art history, and
the history of science. Scholarly and peda-
gogical methodologies vary widely, re-
flecting the interests and expertise of
those leading the courses. 7

The seminars and workshops are de-
signed primarily for advanced graduate
students and postdoctoral fellows, but
they also attract qualified participants
from non-academic professions. Although
the Institute does not award certificates
or issue degrees, graduate students from
affiliated universities usually receive credit
for their seminars through their home in-
stitutions. In 1981/82, 85 participants en-
rolled in Institute programs, 33 in the four
fall seminars, and 52 in the six spring of-
ferings. In the fall, 815,779 was awarded
in fellowships to 14 participants; in the
spring, $22,174 to 16, for a total of $37,953
to 30 fellows.

Seminars generally meet once a week
for 12 weeks, and workshops twice a
week for two to four weeks. The offer-
ings for 1981/82 are outlined below.

Fall 1981

THE ORIGINS OF MEDIEVAL DRAMA
(September 15-December 1)

E. Catherine Dunn

Professor of English

Catholic University of America
O.B. Hardison, Jr.

Director

Folger Shakespeare Library

This seminar- concentrated on liturgical or
para-liturgical backgrounds of the relig-
ious drama of Western Europe.

FRENCH POETRY FROM MAURICE
SCEVE TO AGRIPPA D’AUBIGNE
(September 17-December 3)

Odette de Mourgues
Fellow and Professor of French
Girton College, University of Cambridge

Considering poems by Sceve, DuBellay,
Ronsard, Desportes, Sponde, and
d’Aubigne, this seminar examined the ef-
fect of the aesthetic principles of the
Pleiade poets on the development of
French Renaissance poetry and the origin-
al use by each individual poet of classical
tradition, Petrarchism, and Neoplatonism.

SPACE AND TIME, MATTER AND MIND:
AN EXAMINATION OF THE GROWTH
OF MATERIALISM IN 18th-CENTURY
BRITAIN (September 18-December 4)

John W. Yolton
Dean and Professor of Philosophy
Rutgers University

Seminar members concentrated on the
works of Cudworth, Locke, Leibniz,
Clarke, Hume, Law, and Priestley as they
examined the 18th-century debate be-
tween materialists and immaterialists over
the changing concept of matter, the place
of mind and the extension of space, the
physiology of action, and the mechanism
of the body and the fear of automatism.

CORRECTION OR SUBVERSION: SWIFT ,
POPE, AND THE ESTABLISHED SOCIAL
ORDER (September 18-December 4)

Irvin Ehrenpreis

Linden Kent Memorial Professor of
English Literature

University of Virginia

The premise of this seminar was that there
is a conflict in the works of Swift and
Pope between the moral or social doc-
trines openly recommended and the
methods (such as images, allusions, word-
play, and irony) used to convey them.

Spring 1982

JOSQUIN DES PREZ: EVOLUTION OF A
GREAT COMPOSER

Edward E. Lowinsky
Ferdinand Schevill Distinguished Service



Professor of Music Emeritus
University of Chicago

This workshop concentrated on the de-
velopment of Josquin des Prez as a com-
poser of religious and secular music, and
on the relationship between contrapuntal
parts and the harmonic whole in a contra-
puntal work—a relationship caused by a
changing attitude toward the text, which
was in turn conditioned by the increasing
impact of humanism. -

JACOBEAN TRAGIC STYLES
(February S5-April 23)

Inga-Stina Ewbank
Professor of English
Bedford College, University of London

Discussion was aimed at defining the vari-
ous ways in which stylistic techniques op-
erate, as well as the interrelationship be-
tween the individual ways Shakespeare,
Marston, Webster, Jonson, Tourneur, and
Middleton handle language and dramatic
purpose.

RENAISSANCE PALEOGRAPHY IN
ENGLAND (February 5-April 23)

Laetitia Yeandle
Curator of Manuscripts
Folger Shakespeare Library

This seminar, which is offered regularly
by the Folger Institute, provided an intro-
duction to English handwriting of the
16th and 17th centuries, introduced parti-
cipants to a wide range of documents of
historical and literary interest, and encour-
aged them to discuss their own textual
problems with the class.

MARLOWE AND THE EUROPEAN
TRADITION (February 8-April 26)

William Arrowsmith
Professor of Classics and Humanities
Johns Hopkins University

Working from the operating thesis that
Marlowe, more than any other English
Renaissance dramatist, is a European
writer, this seminar addressed his relation
to the Europe of the Renaissance and
Reformation, to Augustinianism and later
Neoplatonism, and to the Roman writers
who attempted to resume the Greek tradi-
tion in poetry and drama.

SHAKESPEARE: THE EDITORIAL
PROCESS (April 5-21)

Stanley Wells
General Editor
The Oxford Shakespeare

Gary Taylor
Associate Editor
The Oxford Shakespeare

This seminar, which met twice weekly,
addressed not only individual textual and
bibliographical cruxes in Shakespeare’s
plays but also problems relating to both
old-spelling and modern-spelling editions,
to staging, and to presentation for modern
readers.

ISRAEL IN THE EYE OF THE
ENLIGHTENMENT (April 13-22)

Frank E. Manuel
University Professor of History
Brandeis University

The nature of ancient and modern Ju-
daism underwent fundamental transforma-
tions in the mentality of Christian society,
both among believers and disbelievers,
under the influence of Christian Hebraists,
English deists and French philosophes,
orthodox and sectarian Protestants, and
Catholics. This workshop, meeting twice
weekly, addressed a number of issues re-
lated to the Enlightenment view of
Judaism.

The Folger Institute seminar program is
consistently lauded for its role in creating
and sustaining a community of scholars.
Graduate students report that the sem-
inars provide ‘‘an ideal transition into ser-
ious long-term study,” introducing them
to a network of colleagues and a scholarly
support system and giving them some in-
sight into the publishing and teaching
arms of the profession. Faculty members
add that they are able to refresh their un-
derstanding of works they do not often
teach, to discover and explore new re-
search materials and pedagogical tech-
niques, and to experience again what it is
to be a student. Participants holding non-
academic jobs, many of whom were
“forced away from academic institutional
careers due to the academic decline of the
1970s and ’80s,”” welcome the opportun-
ity to maintain contact with a setting that
provides invigorating intellectual activity.
Again and again, seminar participants
write that they have modified course of-
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ferings to reflect what they have learned
here, and many have developed their sem-
inar papers and reports into published
articles.

Among the comments on the program,
the following are representative:

A superb program. It gets the scholar away
from the narrowness and politics of one’s own
institution into the hallowed halls of a temple
of scholarship. Free and congenial sharing is
the hallmark of Folger seminars. Senior schol-
ars and young scholars, specialists and general-
ists, people of many disciplines and interests,
come together to learn. The atmosphere, the
context, the personnel, the topics all are con-
ducive to this community of higher learning.

Community college teaching is pedagogically
challenging but ultimately deadening to the in-
tellect. One is always working with the begin-
ner. As a scholar, I depend on the Folger pro-
grams for intellectual stimulation and for new
knowledge about my field. The criticism of my
papers and the encouragement offered me by
the seminar leaders has kept me from the
‘burn-out’ suffered by so many of my col-
leagues at the college. I shall always be grateful
for the privilege of learning from some of the
world’s leading scholars at the Folger Institute.
Without them I would be no more than a tired
classroom hack.

The Institute seminar program is unquestion-
ably a boon to scholars at any level, whether
novice or established. The opportunity to
stretch—within the huge arena of the Folger
Library—one’s researching and imaginative fac-
ulties in the company of kindred spirits is ab-
solutely vital to our growth as individuals and
to the profession in general. That opportunity
is doubled when, as in the seminar, we have a
structured chance to feed and be fed by each
other.

Folger Lecture Series

Roughly once a month, usually on Mon-
day nights at 8:00, scholars who conduct
Institute seminars and workshops deliver
public lectures in the Folger Theatre.
Often the lectures are so intrinsically re-
lated to the seminar program that they
elicit such reactions as the following: “To
hear Professor Lowinsky’s lecture after
the conclusion of the seminar was to hear
the insights of the seminar as shared rather
than as given.”” But the lectures also offer
the distinguished visiting scholars an op-
portunity to address a far wider audience
than the seminars offer. Approximately
750 people attended Institute lectures in
1981/82, with as many as 150 attending
the lectures of most general interest.

September 14, 1981

SAINT’S LEGEND AS MIMESIS:
GALLICAN LITURGY AND MEDIEVAL
CULTURE

E. Catherine Dunn

Professor of English

Catholic University of America

The recitation of the saint’s life as a public
performance, either as part of the church
service or as related to other religious set-
tings, flourished as a tool for religious ed-
ucation in various parts of the declining
Roman Empire from the 5th century on-
wards. According to Professor Dunn, the
tradition borrowed methods and skills
from ancient Roman oratory and theatre,
supporting a dramatic genre of recitation
and acting that probably underlay the re-
ligious drama of Western Europe, centu-
ries before the development of the Easter
Vespers dialogue of the Marys at the tomb
and the Carolingian liturgical plays.

October 19, 1981

MONTAIGNE, A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS
Odette de Mourgues

Fellow and Professor of French

Girton College, University of Cambridge

Dr. de Mourgues, the author of many
books and articles on French Classicism,
Racine, La Fontaine, Moliere, and the
French moralists, as well as on the poetry
and drama of the Renaissance, lectured on
Michel de Montaigne, one of the greatest
philosophers and essayists of the 16th
century.

November 2, 1981

LOCKE’S MECHANICAL BIRD AND
THE 18th-CENTURY AUTOMATICAL
MAN

John W. Yolton

Dean and Professor of Philosophy
Rutgers University

Professor Yolton described how Locke re-
vived some old controversies and helped
create some new ones—focusing on
materialism and the nature of man—when
he suggested that God could add to matter
the power of thinking, and when he also
said that the immateriality of the soul was
not necessary for immortality.

November 23, 1981

THE ALLEGORY OF GULLIVER’S
TRAVELS

Irvin Ehrenpreis

Linden Kent Memorial Professor of






