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'ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Academic Programs division of the Fol-
ger faced and met a number of important chal-
lenges in 1980/81. For the Folger Institute, it was
another year of successful endeavors in the Li-
brary’s distinguished interdisciplinary program of
advanced seminars, workshops, lectures, sympo-
sia, colloquia, and fellowship support. For the
book-publishing operation, it was a year that pre-
pared the way for a major new shift in emphasis
and direction. And for Shakespeare Quarterly, it
was a year of relatively uninterrupted growth and
development.

Folger Institute of Renaissance and
Eighteenth-Century Studies

Founded in 1970, the Folger Institute of Re-
naissance and Eighteenth-Century Studies is a
unique collaborative enterprise now co-sponsored
by 18 universities in the Mid-Atlantic region: Amer-
ican University, the Catholic University of Amer-
ica, the University of Delaware, George Mason
University, Georgetown University, George Wash-
ington University, Johns Hopkins University, the
University of Maryland—Baltimore County, the
University of Maryland—College Park, the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, North Carolina State Uni-
versity, the University of Pennsylvania, Pennsyl-
vania State University, Princeton University, Rut-
gers University—New Brunswick, the University
of South Carolina, the University of Virginia, and
West Virginia University. Drawing on the strengths
and capabilities of each affiliated university, and in-
creasingly on the resources of other Washington-
area libraries and museums, the Institute has con-
tinued to flourish in 1980/81, making accessible
the Folger’s vast archival resources, attracting
scholars of national and international renown, and
serving the needs. of a variety of advanced stu-
dents, including candidates for graduate degrees,
post-doctoral fellows, members of the professions,
and teachers in a wide range of academic settings.
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The rapid development of the Folger Insti-
tute since its establishment a little over a decade
ago testifies to its growing importance as a center
for continuing education and advanced learning in
the humanities. From the outset, the Institute has
supplemented academic programs in important
ways and has set high standards for interdisciplin-
ary studies. In recent years the intellectual com-
munity that the Institute has helped develop in the
Mid-Atlantic region has expanded to include new
geographical areas. The Institute is now regularly
collaborating with the new Center for Renaissance
Studies at the Newberry Library in Chicago, for in-
stance, and in 1981 the Institute will hold its first
symposium outside the Washington area—on the
West Coast. This remarkable extension of out-
reach has been supported not only by member-
ship fees from the affiliated universities, but also
by grants from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
and the Surdna Foundation. The Institute is cur-
rently benefiting from a three-year grant awarded
by the Education Division of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities in 1979, a source of sup-
port that has enabled the Institute to pursue an
ambitious agenda in 1980/81.

1. Folger Institute Seminars and Workshops

The largest ongoing activity of the Folger
Institute is its exceptional program of advanced
interdisciplinary seminars and workshops. Each
year the Institute offers nine or ten seminars and
workshops on a variety of interdisciplinary topics
ranging from Renaissance and eighteenth-century
drama, to literature, to social and political history,
to philosophy and intellectual history, to art his-
tory, to the history of science. The seminars nor-
mally meet once a week for twelve weeks and are
largely research oriented; the workshops normally
meet twice a week for from two to four weeks,
with the orientation determined by the nature of



the topic. The seminars and workshops are de-
signed primarily for advanced graduate students
and post-doctoral fellows, but they have also at-
tracted a number of qualified participants from
non-academic professions. Although the Institute
does not award credit or issue certificates, grad-
uate students from affiliated universities usually
receive credit for their seminars through their
home institutions.

In 1980/81, a total of 67 graduate students
and faculty members enrolled in Institute semi-
nars and workshops. The four fall seminars drew
a total of 32 participants; the five spring seminars
drew a total of 35 participants. Twelve of the fall
and three of the spring participants received fel-
lowships, totaling $22,778.00.

Fall 1980 Seminars
ANALYTICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

Giles Dawson
Former Curator of Rare Books and Manuscripts
Folger Shakespeare Library

This seminar explored the knowledge of books as
manufactured articles—what can be learned about
a book’s history and its text from the observation

"and interpretation of its characteristics. The sem.-
inar examined early printed specimens and dis-
cussed them in the light of readings from modern
secondary books and periodicals.

THE STRUCTURE OF SHAKESPEAREAN
TRAGEDY

J. Leeds Barroll IIT
Professor of English
University of Maryland—Baltimore County

Approaching the Shakespearean tradedy as art ob-
ject, this seminar began with a survey of the aes-
thetic premises of Roman and medieval culture as
received in Renaissance England and continued
with an investigation of the manner in which the
artist’s concepts of personality, his values, and the
ideas which he argues interact with the formal
requirements of tragedy as a dramatic presentation.

THE RENAISSANCE EMBLEM: GENESIS AND
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Virginia W. Callahan
Professor Emerita of Classical Languages
Howard University

This seminar concentrated on the work of two em-
blemists, Andrea Alciati and Geofory Tory, in par-
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ticular Tory’s Epitaphs, a set of seven brief love
stories considered to be avant la lettre. Also con-
sidered were a number of Alciati’s 212 emblems,
ranging in content from personal to political and
from moral to religious.

MADNESS AND FOLLY IN THE RENAISSANCE

H.C. Erik Midelfort
Associate Professor of History
University of Virginia

This seminar investigated the moral, medical, theo-
logical, and literary problem of madness in Re-
naissance Europe. Specifically, the seminar ex-
amined the connection between court fools and
wise fools, demon possession and melancholy,
and literary form and social reality.

Spring 1981 Seminars
ENGLISH DRAMA IN ITS THEA TRES, 1660-1700

Robert Hume
Professor of English
Pennsylvania State University

This seminar reconstructed the original interpreta-
tion and staging of the best plays of Dryden,
Wycherley, Congreve, Vanbrugh, and Farquhar,
making use of contemporary commentary, genre
history, analysis of particular theatre buildings, and
seventeenth-century casts to shed interpretive light
on the playtexts.

PASTORAL AND ROMANCE IN STUART
ENGLAND

Annabe] M. Patterson
Professor of English
University of Maryland—College Park

Beginning with Sidney’s Arcadia and its role in
Stuart culture, this seminar explored the political
implications of two related genres, pastoral and ro-
mance, in the seventeenth century. Special topics
included: literary arcadianism and foreign policy;
the “relevance” of Virgil’s Eclogues; and generic
revolution, especially in Milton and Marvell.

WORKSHOP: THE INGENIOUS COUNTRYMAN
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

Joan Thirsk
Reader in Economic History
University of Oxford

This workshop explored the problems of English
rural society, created by the unaccustomed abun-



dance and cheapness of grain, which obliged the
farming community to look elsewhere for more
rewarding sources of livelihood. It traced the
many ingenious solutions arrived at in agriculture,
horticulture, and the handicraft industry.

WORKSHOP: THE EARLY ENLIGHTENMENT
IN FRANCE

Robert Shackleton .
Marshal Foch Professor of French Literature
University of Oxford

After an examination of literature and thought in
the last years of Louis XIV, this workshop con-
centrated on French intellectual activity from 1715
to 1734, with particular reference to the early
works of Montesquieu and Voltaire and the clan-
destine writings of the period.

WORKSHOP: SPENSERIAN ECHOES

John Hollander
Professor of English
Yale University

This workshop considered the allusive and influ-
ential presence of Spenser’s poetry in the work
of later writers from Milton to Hawthorne and
Melville. It focused on the relations between the
long poem and the prose romance and aimed at
achieving an overview of the significance of Spen-
ser in our own time.

Student evaluations of the seminars included the
following comments:

“1 found Virginia Callahan’s seminar of ‘‘Renais-
sance Emblems”’ particularly useful and interesting
because of its interdisciplinary aspects which I
would like to see stressed in other seminars. Since
emblems are by themselves interdisciplinary in na-
ture and since their influence touches on many
areas of interest such as art history and literature,
this made for an interesting mix of students from
different intellectual disciplines.”

“Robert Hume’s seminar on “English Drama in
Its Theatre, 1660-1700” was undoubtedly the
most rewarding professional experience I have
ever had. ... As the only person in my department
working in Restoration Drama, I have felt very iso-
lated and have known that my work was suffering
as a result. I had, in fact, almost decided to leave
the profession, despite my love for it. Now, how-
ever, with a2 much clearer understanding of how to
organize and direct my efforts, I have the energy
and confidence to stay.”
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“I recently participated in the seminar “The In-
genious Countryman in the Seventeenth Century,”
directed by Professor Thirsk. It was a valuable
and exciting experience. . . . Professor Thirsk’s
generosity in sharing her profound knowledge,
her technical skills, and her wide acquaintance
among historians was heuristic: I have embarked
upon fresh areas of inquiry; I am planning to try
new methods in teaching; and I have been offered
an introduction to a group of Professor Thirsk’s
colleagues at Oxford who are working in my field,
using manuscript sources unavailable in the United
States.”’

“I have only praise for the way Erik Midelfort
conducted his seminar on ‘“Madness and Folly
in the Renaissance,” and I am certain that I will
be grateful for the effect it will have on my teach-
ing and scholarship. . . . Midelfort was firm, pa-
tient, tactful, and, most of all, brilliant in formulat-
ing the right question or giving an extemporan-
eous analysis or comment when needed.”

“I found Leeds Barroll’s seminar on ‘“The Struc-
ture of Shakespearean Tragedy’’ a remarkable edu-
cational experience. His lecture offered us the rar-
est of combinations: both sound scholarship and
stimulating interpretation. Professor Barroll has
one of the finest critical minds I’ve ever encoun-
tered. . . . This is not an ideal time in which to
profess to study English literature, given the scarc-
ity of jobs and the resultant unpleasant competi-
tion for them, and given how little our culture val-
ues efforts in the humanities. The Institute creates
a large scholarly community in which we are able
to meet as colleagues in the ideal sense . . . and
to study with a Leeds Barroll.”

Comments from seminar leaders were equally
laudatory:

“I thought the seminar was a true success, one
of the best intellectual experiences I have ever had.
This success was only partly due to the format of
the course, which brought literature, medicine,
and theology together: success was more likely
due to the extraordinary mix of participants, in-
cluding many able faculty members from institu-
tions as far away as North Carolina State, Vassar,
and Penn State. Together we gained insights and
perspectives that would never have come to any
one individual working alone. . . . I fervently hope
that the Folger Institute will sponsor future sem-
inars on topics of broad European interest like the
one I just completed. The Library’s holdings and
reputation make such broad efforts a natural step,
and by appealing to students with a variety of lin-
guistic and academic backgrounds, such seminars
would attract the remarkable mixture of partici-






