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ITT. ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Academic Programs division of the Folger enjoyed
another strong year in 1978/79. As in the past, the division
offered a number of activities and publications designed to make
the research and educational resources of the Folger as fully avail-
able as possible, and those offerings are described in the pages
that follow. The report echoes the administrative structure of the
Academic Programs division, which is organized around three major
areas of endeavor: (a) an interdisciplinary program of advanced
seminars, workshops, lectures, symposia, colloquia, and fellowships
under the auspices of the Folger Institute of Renaissance and
Eighteenth-Century Studies; (b) a complex publication program fea-
turing book-length editions, facsimiles, critical studies, reference
works, anthologies, and other educational materials; and (c) an
internationally-circulated journal, Shakespeare Quarterly. Through
endeavors such as these, the Folger is made accessible to readers
and resident scholars, to professional associations and other edu-
cational institutions, to Library visitors, and to the general public.

A. Folger Institute

The Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-Century
Studies, a unique collaborative enterprise founded in 1970 to pro-
mote advanced scholarship and instruction in the humanities, enjoyed
a banner year in 1978/79. 1In addition to offering an unusually
distinguished series of academic programs, the Institute expanded
its membership to fourteen major mid-Atlantic universities and was
successful in its efforts to obtain a new three-year grant for pro-
gram development from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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The newest member of the Institute is Rutgers University
at New Brunswick, which announced in the spring of 1979 that it
would join the thirteen universities that had affiliated with the
Institute in previous years: American University, Catholic Univer-
sity of America, the University of Delaware, Georgetown University,
George Washington University, Johns Hopkins University, the Univer-—
sity of Maryland, the University of North Carolina, North Carolina
State University, Pennsylvania State University, Princeton Univer-—
sity, the University of Virginia, and West Virginia University.
Each affiliate of the Institute is represented by a member on the
Institute's Central Executive Committee, which administers the
Institute's resources and endeavors to offer academic programs of a
kind that would be difficult if not impossible for any single insti-
tution to provide unaided.

The Institute's 1978/79 seminar program included a wide
variety of disciplines, ranging from the archival sciences ("Analyt-
ical Bibliography") to musicology ("Music and Poetry in the Renais—
sance') to social history ("Eighteenth-Century Attitudes Toward
Adolescence"). Two short-term workshops in the spring were highly
successful, attracting unusually large numbers of participants.

The Institute's lecture series was also notable, both for its

breadth of topics and for the scholarly eminence of such speakers

as literary critic Patricia Meyer Spacks, historian J.H. Plumb, and
critic/director John Russell Brown. The Fall symposium, co-sponsored
by the National Museum of History and Technology. provided inter-
disciplinary perspectives on "Science and the Arts in the Renaissance,"
and the Spring symposium brought together a distinguished group of
historians to discuss "The Development of British Political Thought,
1500-1700." Both symposia drew large audiences, with participants
coming from as far away as the University of Cambridge, Calgary
University, and the University of San Francisco. The Institute's

two colloquium programs, in which local scholars meet socially to
exchange ideas about teaching and research, were better attended

than at any prior time in Institute history. As a result, the num-
ber of meetings for both programs increased.

In recognition of the Institute's many accomplishments, the
National Endowment for the Humanities awarded the Institute a gener—
ous three-year grant in June 1979. This grant will contribute to the
development of new programs (such as two month-long Summer workshops
for the study of "Shakespeare in Performance") at the same time that
it strengthens current ones. As a consequence, the Institute will
now move forward with plans to collaborate with other institutes on
a national basis; eventually the Institute hopes to help establish
a network of library-based research centers. The Folger Institute
also benefits from the generosity of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundationm,
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whose endowment grant to the Library assists the Institute and
related academic programs in their work.

The Folger takes pleasure in thanking the fourteen uni-
versity representatives who served on the Folger Institute's
Central Executive Committee in 1978/79: Pierre Han (Department of
French, Catholic University), Jay L. Halio (Department of English,
University of Delaware), Jason Rosenblatt (Department of English,
Georgetown University), John P. Reesing (Department of English,
George Washington University), Stephen Orgel (Department of
English, Johns Hopkins University), Shirley Strum Kenny (Department
of English, University of Maryland), Alan C. Dessen (Department of
English, University of North Carolina), Larry S. Champion (Depart-
ment of English, North Carolina State University), Joseph G. Price
(Department of English, Pennsylvania State University),

Thomas P. Roche (Department of English, Princeton University),
Maurice Charney (Department of English, Rutgers—New Brunswick),
Mary B. McKinley (Department of French, University of Virginia),
and Elizabeth Hudson (Department of History, West Virginia University).

1. Folger Seminars and Workshops

The largest ongoing activity of the Folger Institute is
its series of advanced interdisciplinary seminars and workshops.
In the words of Paul Oskar Kristeller (F.J.E. Woodbridge Professor
Emeritus of Philosophy at Columbia University), the Institute semi-
nars and workshops are "advanced and interdisciplinary in the best
sense of the word," providing "guidance for the younger participants
and an outlet and platform for the older ones." 1In 1978/79, a total
of eighty-three graduate students and faculty members enrolled in
five seminars and three workshops.

Fall 1978

MUSIC AND POETRY IN THE Philip Brett
ENGLISH RENAISSANCE Professor of Music, University
of California, Berkeley

A study of the changing relationship of music and poetry from 1520
to 1620 offers insights into the nature of both arts at a particu-
larly rich period of their development. This seminar investigated
early court songs, the mid-century partsong and the consort songs
of Byrd, the madrigals of Morley, Wilbye, and Weelkes, and the lute
songs of Dowland and Campion.



33

ANALYTICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giles E. Dawson

THE PRINTED BOOK Professor Emeritus of English,
Catholic University; formerly
Curator of Rare Books and
Manuscripts at the Folger
Shakespeare Library

The object of analytical bibliography is the knowledge of books as
manufactured articles--what can be learned about a book's history
and its text from the observation and interpretation of its char-
acteristics. To understand such matters as printing-house proce-
dures, participants in this seminar examined early printed specimens
and discussed them in light of suggested readings in modern second-
ary books and periodicals.

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY ATTITUDES Patricia Meyer Spacks
TOWARD ADOLESCENCE Professor of English,
Wellesley College

The proliferating novels and domestic dramas of eighteenth-century
England frequently focus on late adolescents. In the same period,
the burgeoning literature of good advice (about mannmers, morals, and
education) often addressed the same age group. Using the perspec-—
tives of intellectual history and literary criticism, this seminar
examined these images of adolescence to determine their cultural
significance and to formulate the methodology for defining rela-
tionships between the fantasies embodied in fiction and those of
popular morality.

Spring 1979
THEORIES OF REPRESENTATION: Michael Fried
DIDEROT AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES Professor of Humanities and

the History of Art, Humanities
Center, Johns Hopkins
University

This seminar explored the theory and criticism of painting and
theatre from 1750 to 1800. The emphasis was on Diderot, but texts
by Rousseau, Lessing, Burke, and Reynolds were also read. Texts
under analysis were related to the art of the time, and the art
examined was viewed in light of the writing of the period.
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RENAISSANCE PALEOGRAPHY IN Laetitia Yeandle
ENGLAND Curator of Manuscripts,
Folger Shakespeare Library

This seminar, which is offered regularly by the Folger Institute,
is designed to provide an introduction to English handwriting of
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and to introduce partici-
pants to a wide range of documents of historical and literary
interest. Those who were encountering textual problems in their
own work were encouraged to discuss them with the class.

THE ORDERING OF MONTAIGNE'S Donald M. Frame
ESSATIS Moore Collegiate Professor of
French, Columbia University

After examining theories (such as those of Sayce and Butor) about
the order in which chapters of Montaigne's Essais are arranged into
books, the seminar explored (with appropriate division of labor
among the participants) first the literature concerning the order-
ing of material within individual chapters, and then finally that
ordering itself.

WORKSHOP: THE PURSUIT OF J.H. Plumb

HAPPINESS: THE BEGINNINGS OF Master of Christ's College,
COMMERCIALIZED LEISURE IN Cambridge

ENGLAND, 1680-1800

This was a course of four sessions, each consisting of an intro-
ductory lecture and discussion. Participants studied the growth

of purposeful leisure in eighteenth-century England, with particu-
lar emphasis on the institutions which helped to cater to leisure
activities. The major subjects dealt with were: the growth of
communication (newspapers, libraries, book clubs), the country inn
and travel, theatre and music, educational entertainment, and sport.

WORKSHOP: THE THEATRICAL LIFE John Russell Brown

OF HAMLET Professor of English, Univer-—
sity of Sussex; Associate
Director, National Theatre,
London

This seminar considered the variety of theatrical life inherent in
the text of the world's most enigmatic play. Critical commentary,
reference to theatrical history, study of Elizabethan theatre prac—
tice, and analysis of original stage directions were all relevant

to the discussions. Sound recordings, films, and workshop-rehearsals
with professional actors were also included. Sessions were organized
around the contributions of participants in the form of papers,
reports, and practical demonstrations.






