ibrary

Annual Report 1978

Folger Shakespeare L




"}‘{zf s ille Tdmms'ff 10 de pulscre maams.
: 8&:«. ﬁlﬁt: T }:mrfw 3‘3‘22‘ capur’ B

Academic
Programs




ITI. ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Academic Programs division of the
Library endeavors to make the research and educa-
tional resources of the Folger as fully available
as possible. Through lectures and other public
presentations, through seminars, colloquia, and
symposia, through cooperation with academic insti-
tutions and scholarly organizations of various kinds,
and through an active publication program, the
Academic Programs division provides ongoing support
for a wide range of cultural activities. Such acti-
vities make the Folger accessible to readers and
resident scholars, to professional associations and
learned societies, to universities, museums, schools,
and other educational institutions, to Library
visitors, and to the general public,

For administrative purposes, the Academic
Programs division is subdivided into three major
areas of endeavor: (a) supervision of an interdisci-
Plinary program of seminars, lectures, conferences
and colloquia under the general auspices of the
Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-Century
Studies; (b) publication of an internationally known
Journal, Shakespeare Quarterly; and (c) publication
of book-length editions, facsimiles, critical studies,
reference works, and other scholarly and educational
materials,

As the following pages will indicate,
each of these areas of endeavor underwent significant
developments in 1977/78.
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2. ®Bplger TInstitute

The Folger Institute of Renaissance and
Ziznteenth-Century Studies enjoyed one of its most
successful years to date in 1977/78. The seminar
Drogram was as multifaceted and distinguished as in
previous years, with subjects ranging from "The
Twelfth-Century Renaissance" to "Theories of Mind from
Elizabethan Humours to Enlightenment Faculties" and
seminar leaders coming from as far away as Bryn Mawr
College, Columbia University, and the University of
Cambridge. The lecture program attracted large and
enthusiastic audiences for speakers like Tudor historian
G. R. Elton, Renaissance intellectual historian Paul
O. Kristeller, theatre historian Stephen Orgel, and
literary critic Muriel C. Bradbrook. The two confer-
ences offered valuable new perspectives on "English
Theatre and the Sister Arts: 1660-1800" and "Thomas
More: The Man and His Age." And the two colloguia
continued to flourish as means of bringing scholars
together to share the fruits of their research.

A unique collaborative enterprise founded
in 1970 to promote advanced scholarship and instruc-
tion in the humanities, the Folger Institute enjoyed
the sponsorship of twelve Mid-Atlantic universities
during the 1977/78 academic year: the American Uni-
versity, the Catholic University of America, the Uni-
versity of Delaware, Georgetown University, George
Washington University, Johns Hopkins University, the
University of Maryland, the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina State University, Prince-
ton University, the University of Virginia, and West
Virginia University. Beginning with the 1978/79 academic
year, the Institute will welcome its thirteenth affiliate,
the Pennsylvania State University. Each affiliate of
the Institute is represented by a member on the Insti-
tute's Central Executive Committee, which administers
the Institute's resources in such a way as to offer
academic programs of a kind that would be difficult
if not impossible for any single institution to pro-
vide unaided.

In addition to the support and participation
it receives from its university co-sponsors, the
Folger Institute also benefits from the generosity
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of the National Endowment for the Humanities (which
is presently funding the Institute's lectures, con-
ferences, and colloguia and subsidizing some of the
Institute's essential administrative costs), the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (which recently awarded
the Library a substantial endowment grant to assist
the Institute in its long-range development), and
the Surdna Foundation (which has provided the Insti-
tute with some much-needed support for its program
of fellowships for participants in the seminar pro-
gram), TFor all of this valuable assistance, the
Folger is most grateful.

The Folger is also pleased to take this
opportunity to thank the twelve university repre-
sentatives who served on the Folger Institute's
Central Executive Committee in 1977/78: Pierre Han
(Department of Literature, American University),
Elizabeth T, Kennan (Department of History, Catholic
University of America), Jay L. Halio (Department of
English, University of Delaware), Robert W. Ayers
(Department of English, Georgetown University),

John P. Reesing (Department of English, George
Washington University), Stephen Orgel (Department

of English, Johns Hopkins University), Francis C.
Haber (Department of History, University of Maryland),
Alan C. Dessen (Department of English, University of
North Carolina), Larry S. Champion (Department of
English, North Carolina State University), Thomas

P. Roche (Department of English, Princeton Univer-
sity), Mary B, McKinley (Department of French,
University of Virginia), and Mortimer Levine (De-
partment of History, West Virginia University).

1. Seminars

The largest ongoing activity of the Folger
Institute is its series of advanced interdisciplinary
seminars, In 1977/78, a total of seventy-seven
graduate students and faculty members enrolled in
eight seminars. Comments from participants were
enthusiastic:

"I found Professor Elton's Workshop
on Tudor Government to be stimulating
and exciting... Professor Elton was
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dynamic, creative, and yet thoughtful...
I think it is most important for under-
graduate instructors (such as myself) to
broaden ideas by coming into contact with
major scholars ...such an opportunity for
academic dialogue and interchange is most
profitable ...Did the Folger not offer
such a program, I as a teacher would have
little access to major scholars..."

"I found Professor Dempsey's seminar on
'Iconographic Genres in the Renaissance!
invaluable for several reasons. First,
after several years of teaching it was an
exhilarating experience to be able to
gather together and discuss with a know-
ledgeable group one's research interests.
Second, Professor Dempsey was a marvelous
mentor. His seemingly endless knowledge
about a wide range of subjects and his in-
valuable lessons on methodology were of
great importance to the mature development
of my work...."

"I thoroughly enjoyed Dr. Dawson's biblio-
graphy seminar, He is an extraordinary
teacher, and was very patient with us be-
ginning bibliographers. I came to the
class with a favorable predisposition
toward bibliographic work; I left it in-
spired, frankly, to continue studies in
the field. I am enrolling in a Sunday
morning class in bookbinding and preser-
vation next semester, something I would
not have done had I not been introduced
to the wonders of rare books in this
course,..."

Seminar leaders were also pleased. Typical of their
comments were the following remarks by Charles
Dempsey of Bryn Mawr College:
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"The interdisciplinary membership of the
seminar was wonderful, and I only wish
there had been more of it... I would

have liked to have been able to see more
of seminar participants outside the semi-
nar itself. Otherwise, I have nothing but
praise for the Folger and its programs,
which are excellent. The atmosphere is
both serious and friendly, the staff is
first-rate, and I can imagine no more con-
genial a place to work. I was also im=-
pressed by the close working relationship
with other Washington institutions. The
Folger has a wonderful thing going for it,
and this was especially shown to me by

the high caliber of people attending my
seminar."

Fall 1977 Seminars

ANALYTICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giles E. Dawson

THE PRINTED BOOK Professor Emeritus, Howard
University, Former Curator
of Rare Books and Manuscripts,
Folger Shakespeare Library

This seminar examined books as manufactured
articles--what can be learned about a book's history and
its text from the observation and interpretation of its

characteristics, with special emphasis on printing-house
procedures.

THE TWELFTH-CENTURY Elizabeth T. Kennan
RENAISSANCE Associate Professor of
History, Catholic University

This seminar treated the intellectual, legal,
psychological, and religious changes associated with the
great twelfth-century Renaissance in Europe.






