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III. ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Academic Programs division of the Library
endeavors through various means to make the resources of
the Folger accessible to visitors, to readers and resi-
dent scholars, to professional associations and learned
societies, and to the general public. Through lectures
and other public presentations, through seminars, colloquia,
and conferences, through cooperation with academic insti-
tutions and scholarly organizations, and through a variety
of publications, the Academic Programs division provides
ongoing support for a wide range of research, educational,
and cultural activities.

For administrative purposes, the Academic Programs
division is subdivided into three major areas of endeavor:
(a) supervision of an interdisciplinary program of seminars,
lectures, conferences, and colloguia under the general
auspices of the Folger Institute of Renaissance and
Eighteenth-Century Studies; (b) publication of a learned
journal, Shakespeare Quarterly; and (c¢) publication of
book-length editions, facsimiles, critical studies, book-
lets, and other scholarly materials.

As the following pages will indicate, each of these
areas of endeavor underwent significant developments in
19767497
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A. Folger Institute

The Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-
Century Studies enjoyed another banner year in 1976/77.
The seminar program was, as usual, varied and distinctive.
The lecture program attracted more attention than ever
before. The two conferences provided important new ap-
proaches to areas of current interest in Renaissance
studies. And a new daytime colloquium was established to
complement the evening Folger Institute Colloguium.

A unique collaborative enterprise founded in 1970
to promote advanced scholarship and instruction in the
humanities, the Folger Institute now enjoys the sponsor-
ship of eleven Mid-Atlantic universities: American
University, Catholic University, the University of Delaware,
Georgetown University, George Washington University, Johns
Hopkins University, the University of Maryland, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, Princeton University, the
University of Virginia, and West Virginia University.
Through its academic programs, the Institute serves a
broad constituency, not only within the sponsoring insti-
tutions, but well beyond them. Participants regularly
come to the Folger from major universities throughout the
United States and Canada, from cultural institutions in
cities as far away as New York, Boston, and London, from
community colleges all around the Mid-Atlantic region, and
from high schools throughout the Washington area.

: In recognition of the Institute's increasingly
varied and national constituency, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation awarded the Library a $400,000 endowment grant
in January. The income from this grant will defray many
of the Institute's direct and indirect operating costs.
The National Endowment for the Humanities has also con-
tinued to contribute to Institute programs. The Institute
is now in the second year of a substantial grant that
supports conferences, lectures, and colloquia, as well as
providing funds for administrative assistance. And the
Institute recently received a new grant from the Surdna
Foundation; it will be used to support the Institute's
seminar and fellowship programs. For all of this generous
funding, the Folger is most grateful.
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The Folger is also pleased to take this opportunity
to thank the eleven university representatives who served
on the Folger Institute's Central Executive Committee in
1976/77: Pierre Han (Department of Literature, American
University), Guy Lytle (Department of History, Catholic
University), Jay Halio (Associate Provost, University of
Delaware), Robert Ayers (Department of English, Georgetown
University), John Reesing (Department of English, George
Washington University), Arnold Stein (Department of
English, Johns Hopkins University), Frank Haber (Depart-
ment of History, University of Maryland), Dennis Donovan
(Department of English, University of North Carolina) ,
Thomas Roche (Department of English, Princeton University) .,
Robert Kellogg (Department of English, University of
Virginia), and Mortimer Levine (Department of History,

West Virginia University) .

1. Seminars

The largest ongoing activity of the Folger Insti-
tute is its series of advanced interdisciplinary doctoral
and postdoctoral seminars. In 1976/77 a total of 80
graduate students and faculty members enrolled in eight
seminars. Comments from participants indicate that the
1976/77 program was just as well received as the programs
of years past:

"The two Folger seminars in which I have par-
ticipated have provided me, as a community
college professor, with much needed intellec-
tual stimulation and encouragement to continue
my research activities despite my wickedly
heavy teaching schedule.”

"Professor Ranum conducted a stimulating
seminar--productive of new ideas and insights.
Excellent use of Folger holdings in French
materials. Altogether a valuable experience."”

"Professor Bevington's seminar was certainly
the most stimulating class experience of my
academic career. I can recommend nothing to
change the Institute's programs, only that
they be permitted to thrive.”
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Seminar leaders were also pleased. Typical of
their comments were the following remarks by David
Bevington of the University of Chicago:

"The program is serving the Washington area
in an admirable and much-needed manner,
better than any other comparable program
known to me elsewhere. I like the range

of topics, the availability of books both
rare and not so rare, the comfortable
facilities and the unflagging courtesy and
expertise of the Folger staff."

Seminar offerings in 1976/77 ranged from "Early
Tudor Drama" to "Eighteenth-Century British Literature,"”
from "Patristic Learning in the Renaissance" to "The World
of Donatello." The 1976/77 program was as follows :

Fall 1976
IATE MEDIEVAL AND EARLY David M. Bevington
TUDOR DRAMA Professor of English

University of Chicago

This seminar explored the development of dramatic
genres and their interrelationships in the fifteenth and
early sixteenth centuries, with special focus on cyclical
drama, moralities, saints' plays, humanist drama, and
school drama.

ENGLISH RENAISSANCE POETRY : Edward R. Weismiller
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE Professor of English
FORMS George Washington University

Reading widely in the works of English poets from
Wyatt and Surrey through Milton, members of this seminar
explored the prosodic origins of English accentual-syllabic
verse and the development of English verse forms.
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PETRARCH AND THE ENGLISH Thomas P. Roche, Jr.
SONNET SEQUENCES Professor of English
Princeton University

This seminar re-examined the nature of sonnet se-
quences, beginning with Dante and Petrarch and ending with
the major English sonneteers: Sidney, Spenser, Drayton,
Daniel, Fulke Greville, Shakespeare.

PATRISTIC LEARNING IN THE Francis X. Murphy
RENAISSANCE : FROM Professor of History
PETRARCH TO LUTHER Lateran University, Rome

This seminar studied the impact of the writings of
the Church Fathers (Tertullian, Jerome, Augustine in the
West; Origen, Basil, Chrysostom in the East) on Renaissance
scholars from Petrarch and Chaucer to Erasmus and Luther.

Spring 1977

THE WORLD OF DONATELLO H. W. Janson
Professor of Fine Arts
New York University

This seminar explored, on the basis of the current
state of Donatello scholarship, the master's relation to
other sculptors of the first two-thirds of .the fifteenth
century, his contacts with humanists and humanism in
Florence, Rome, and Padua, and his conflict-ridden relation-
ship with his patrons.

LEARNED CULTURE AND REVOLT Orest Ranum
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY Professor of History
Johns Hopkins University

This seminar explored the impact of revolt and
violence upon the writings of men of learning and letters
in the seventeenth century.







