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ITT. ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Academic Programs division of the Library endeavors
through various means to make the resources of the Folger
accessible to visitors, to readers and resident scholars, to
professional associations and learned societies, and to the
general public. Through lectures and other public presenta-
tions, through seminars, collodguia, and conferences, through
cooperation with academic institutions and scholarly organi-
zations, and through a variety of publications, the Academic
Programs division provides ongoing support for a wide range
of research, educational, and cultural activities.

For administrative purposes, the Academic Programs
division is subdivided into three major areas of endeavor:
(a) supervision of an interdisciplinary program of seminars,
lectures, conferences, and colloguia under the general
auspices of the Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-
Century Studies; (b) publication of a learned journal,
Shakespeare Quarterly, which the editor of another Shakespearean
periodical recently described as "the best of its kind in the
world”; and (c) publication of book-length editions, facsimiles,
critical studies, booklets, and other scholarly materials.

As the following pages will indicate, each of these
areas of endeavor underwent significant developments in
1975 /76
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A. Folger Institute

The Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-
Century Studies, a unique collaborative enterprise founded
in 1970 to promote advanced scholarship and teaching in the
humanities, now enjoys the support of eleven major Mid-
Atlantic universities. The newest member is the University
of North Carolina, which decided in the spring to join the
ten universities that had affiliated with the Institute in
previous years: American University, Catholic University
of America, University of Delaware, Georgetown University,
George Washington University, Johns Hopkins University,
University of Maryland, Princeton University, University of
Virginia, and West Virginia University.

In May, the National Endowment for the Humanities,
which has provided funding for various Institute activities
over the past five years, announced a sizable new grant of
$115,424 to cover a substantial portion of the Institute's
administrative and program expenses over the next three years.
The new award provides specific sums for the Institute's
lectures, conferences, and colloguia, and it will offer the
Institute an important measure of flexibility as it seeks to
develop several ambitious long-range objectives between now
and mid-1979, when the grant is expended.

It is important to emphasize, of course, that the new
NEH award does not provide support for costs associated with
the Institute's expensive seminar and fellowship programs.
These programs, which have been remarkably successful and
have received unstinting praise from the senior and junioxr
scholars who have participated in them, are therefore currently
being paid for almost entirely out a limited treasury of dues
contributed by the Institute's university sponsors. To avoid
possible reductions in the scope of the seminar and fellowship
programs in 1977/78, the Institute will be actively pursuing
other means of support during the year ahead.

With the aid of the NEH and with broadly based insti-
tutional support, the Folger Institute enjoyed an exceptionally
successful year in 1975/76, in many ways its most successful
vear to date. For the work that they have done to advance
the Institute in 1975/76, the Folger takes pleasure in thank-
ing the eleven university representatives on the Central
Executive Committee: Pierre Han (Department of Literature,
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American University), Guy Lytle (Department of History,
Catholic University), Jay Halio (Associate Provost, University
of Delaware), Robert Ayers (Department of English, Georgetown
University), John Reesing (Department of English, George
Washington University), Arnold Stein (Department of English,
Johns Hopkins University), Frank Haber (Department of History,
University of Maryland), Dennis Donovan (Department of
English, University of North Carolina), Thomas Roche (Depart-
ment of English, Princeton University), Robert Kellogg
(Department of English, University of Virginia), and Mortimer
Levine (Department of History, West Virginia University) .

i Seminars

The core of the Folger Institute is its series of
advanced interdisciplinary doctoral and post-doctoral
seminars. In 1975/76 a record total of 95 graduate students
and faculty members participated in the seminars. Seminar
members frequently commented on the special value of having
available both the resources of the Folger collection and
the guidance of distinguished seminar professors. And both
seminarians and professors found stimulation in the wide
range of interests represented by the seminar registrants.
One member of Oxford historian Christopher Hill's seminar
on "Milton and the Politics of the English Revolution”
observed:

The seminar's connection with the Folger Library
provided the ideal opportunity for me to compare
notes with fellow researchers while I was in the
process of exploring the seventeenth-century
tracts. It was particularly useful for me as a
literary person to have available over a six-week
period historians who have studied just the areas
in which I needed the kinds of background informa-
tion not readily available in secondary historical
reference works.

Seminar leaders spoke enthusiastically too. Charles
S. Singleton of Johns Hopkins University, who conducted a
seminar on "“Dante: A Reading of the Commedia," remarked:

I came to admire very much the spirit of the Folger
Institute, the scholarly atmosphere, the feeling
on the part of all the participants admitted that
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they were enjoying a special privilege within a
program conducted in one of the great libraries
of this country and the world of western culture.
If the Institute can keep up this spirit (and I
am sure it can), then I shall have nothing but
praise for it, and, as I have said, consider it
quite unique in its way of being what it is.

Lois Schwoerer of George Washington University, who conducted
a seminar on "The Glorious Revolution: 1688-89," observed
that:

The most successful aspect of the Folger Institute
program is: that it 'brings*tegether in a loosely
structured situation people of diverse interests
and backgrounds, at different levels of understand-
ing and from different universities or from outside
the academic environment.

Seminar offerings for 1975/76 ranged from thirteenth-
century Italian poetry to eighteenth-century English drama,
from the history of science to the study of political revolu-
tion.

Bl 1975
MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE ORIGINS William A. Wallace
OF THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION Professor of Philosophy

and History
Catholic University

This seminar began with a study of Galileo's Pisan
notebooks on the heavens, the elements, and the laws of
motion, identifying Galileo's sources in sixXteenth-century
books and Italian university lectures. It then traced the
ideas back to their origins at Paris and Oxford in the
fourteenth century. Attention was also given to developments
in optics, alchemy, and experimentation.

PETRARCHISM AND STOICISM IN Leonaxrd W. Forster
THE RENAISSANCE Professor of German
University of Cambridge

This seminar explored the extent to which Petrarchism
and Stoicism occurred in conjunction with each other in the






