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SPEAKING OF SHAKESPEARE WITH  
NEW FOLGER DIRECTOR GAIL PASTER  

 

In July GAIL KERN PASTER became the fifth director of the FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY. She 
is the first woman to head this illustrious seventy–year–old institution, and she succeeds WERNER 
L. GUNDERSHEIMER, who’d been at the helm since 1984, and O. B. HARDISON, JR., who had 
presided over the Library from 1969 to 1983.  
 

An affable and highly respected scholar, Dr. Paster is the au-
thor of numerous articles and of two influential books, The 
Idea of the City in the Age of Shakespeare (1986) and The Body 
Embarrassed: Drama and the Disciplines of Shame in Early Modern 
England (1993). She comes to the Folger from a position as 
Professor of English at George Washington University, where 
she began teaching in 1974. Since the spring of 1998, when 
GWU became its co–publisher, Dr. Paster has also served as 
editor of Shakespeare Quarterly, a journal that has been an  
international leader in its field for five eventful decades. She  
holds degrees from Smith College (B.A., magna cum laude) 
and Yale University (Ph.D.), and among her many awards 
have been prestigious fellowships from the Woodrow Wilson 
Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
and the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation. A 
trustee of the Shakespeare Association of America, she will 
assume that organization’s presidency in the spring of 2003.     
 

The Folger is the world’s largest repository of Shakespeare 
materials, with nearly a third of the surviving copies of the 
1623 First Folio. Nor is that its only distinction; the Library is 
also renowned for its holdings in other aspects of Renaissance 
civilization. A major center for advanced research and a setting for superb educational services, it 
provides a beautiful home for such capital assets as the Folger Consort, the Folger Theatre, and the 
PEN/Faulkner Award. Talking with Dr. Paster will be ESU executive director JOHN F. ANDREWS, 
who spent a decade at the Library as director of academic programs before he left in 1984 to pro-
duce editions such The Everyman Shakespeare and establish THE SHAKESPEARE GUILD. The Guild is 
co-sponsoring this gathering, and its constituents may register at member rates. See page 6 for an 
Order Form. 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
 

Program 6:30-7:30 
Reception 7:30-8:30 

 

THE WASHINGTON CLUB 
15 Dupont Circle NW 

 

Members, $25   Non-Members, $30 
Attendees at Program Only, $10 

Coming Attractions 
Future events will feature Internet pioneer VINTON G. CERF, poet ANTHONY HECHT,  

and historian GARRY WILLS. For details on these and other offerings, visit www.esuwdc.org.  
To be placed on our list for program updates, please send an e-mail request to esuwdc@msn.com.    
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 Recent Developments 
THE ESU CONTRIBUTES TO THE NATIONAL 
CAPITAL AREA’S BUSTLING CULTURAL LIFE 

 

During the last several months the branch of the ENGLISH-
SPEAKING UNION that serves the Washington metropolitan area 
has offered its attendees a chance to meet and talk with some 
extraordinary personalities. And through the resources of radio, 
television, the Internet, and other technologies, a number of 
these dialogues have found appreciative audiences not only else-
where in the United States but thoughout the world.     
 

On January 18, for example, we gathered at THE WASHINGTON 
CLUB for an address by ecologist Lester R. Brown, founder of 
the WORLDWATCH INSTITUTE and a recipient of one of the earliest 
MacArthur “genius awards.” Mr. Brown spoke on behalf of the 
EARTH POLICY INSTITUTE, his new think–tank, and he discussed a 
book he described as his most satisfying achievement to date, 
Eco-Economy: Building an Economy for the Earth. Happily,   
C-SPAN2 was on the scene with a camera, and on Sunday,      
February 3, the network telecast the program, opposite the Super 
Bowl, as part of its weekend BOOKTV service.      
 

A month later, on February 15, C-SPAN2 was back in Dupont 
Circle, this time for Anthony Blunt: His Lives, a compelling 
biography by London author Miranda Carter. Sadly, just as the 
program was about to commence  a medical emergency forced 
Ms. Carter to repair to a local hospital (where she eventually 
learned, fortunately, that her condition were less serious than 
she’d feared). As a consequence of her absence, an assembly that 
had expected to hear an acclaimed author appraise one of     
Britain’s most notorious spies, a well-placed connoisseur who’d 
doubled as an agent for the Soviet Union, was treated instead to 
a bravura rescue operation by critic Michael Dirda, who’d 
praised Ms. Carter’s book in The Washington Post. Mr. Dirda had 
kindly agreed to introduce Ms. Carter; instead he found himself 
reading from and amplifying the remarks she’d prepared for de-
livery. By then the C-SPAN crew had left, of course, but to our 
amazement everyone else stayed for what proved to be a memora-
ble, rewarding evening. 
 

On March 13, for the third time in so many months, C-SPAN2 
returned to THE WASHINGTON CLUB for another ESU attraction, 
in this case a dramatization about Eisenhower and Churchill: 
The Partnership that Saved the World by historian James C. 
Humes. Mr. Humes had known both leaders, and his book   
included a foreword by David Eisenhower. It seemed only    
fitting, then, that David’s sister Susan, who heads the EISEN-

HOWER  INSTITUTE, should introduce the speaker. This she did, 
in festivities that were co–sponsored by the WASHINGTON SOCIETY 
FOR CHURCHILL, and viewers around the nation have now had 
four opportunities to watch a presentation that was initially tele-
cast in BOOKTV’s coveted PUBLIC LIVES  slots on April 6 and 7. 
 
Meanwhile, an ESU luncheon that occurred last November has 
also made its way to PUBLIC LIVES. On August 10 and 11 C-SPAN2 

devoted two of its prime-time segments to an encore telecast of 
an event that had been devoted to one of the most popular 
nonfiction volumes of 2001, British statesman Roy Jenkins’ 
magisterial assessment of Sir Winston Churchill.  
 

It goes without saying that developments such as these are 
highly encouraging, not only because they testify to the timeli-
ness of our programming, but because they indicate that its 
significance is lasting. Videotapes of our sessions with Lester 
Brown, James Humes, and Lord Jenkins will long remain avail-
able for purchase on C-SPAN’S web pages. It’s gratifying to 
note, moreover, that for several months anyone in the world 
who logged on to the BBC RADIO 4 site was able to read and 
download a transcript of the December 7 Any Questions? 
panel that our branch of the ESU arranged in association with 
BBC AMERICA and GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY.   
 

We recognize, of course, that we can’t expect all of our offer-
ings to reach national and international constituencies. But 
we’re heartened to observe that most of our other events have 
been equally well attended, and have proven no less substan-
tive than those which have gone global. Among the book-

related programs we’ve brought to 
THE WASHINGTON CLUB have been 
fascinating exchanges with such 
figures as British writer Anne de 
Courcy, who talked about The 
Viceroy’s Daughters: The Lives of 
the Curzon Sisters on April 29,   
former Secretary of Defense Caspar 
W. Weinberger, who treated us to 
highlights from his memoir In the 
Arena on May 2, and linguist  
Deborah Tannen, who joined us 

on May 30 to share illuminating moments from I Only Say 
This Because I Love You, her latest best-seller about the perils 
of everyday discourse.   
 

On February 26 we profited from well–informed reflections 
about “NATO and the Counter-Terrorist Strategy” by British 
diplomat Alan Lee Williams, former director–general of the 
ENGLISH–SPEAKING UNION OF THE COMMONWEALTH. Since Dr. 
Williams now heads the ATLANTIC COUNCIL OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, we were honored that his U.S.–based counterpart, 
Christopher Makins, was willing to grace the occasion for an 
eloquent toast to his colleague at a luncheon the ESU            
co-hosted with the WOMAN’S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB.  
 

This was the second of three events we devised in cooperation 
with our friends at the WNDC. The other two were SPEAKING 
OF SHAKESPEARE dialogues co-presented by THE SHAKESPEARE 
GUILD: a chat with actor Ted van Griethuysen on January 22, 
and a dialogue with Michael Kahn on May 21 to mark the 
15th year of his remarkable tenure as artistic director of       
THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE. Mr. Kahn has provided a congenial 
setting not only for Mr. van Griethuysen but for such previous 
SPEAKING guests as Emery Battis, Keith Baxter, Hal          
Holbrook, Floyd King, David  Sabin, and Patrick Stewart.   



 
For another pair of SPEAKING engagements the ESU employed 
the facilities of THE WASHINGTON CLUB. On February 18 we 
talked with London actor Richard Clifford, whose roles have 
included parts in several of Kenneth Branagh’s films, and who 
was in the city to direct She Stoops to Conquer at the FOLGER   
THEATRE. Then on June 24, in a splendid climax for a 2001–2 
season that had been replete with 
Bardic enchantments, we con-
versed with the legendary Lynn 
Redgrave, who was starring in the 
musical Company as part of     
KENNEDY CENTER president     
Michael Kaiser’s special SONDHEIM 
FESTIVAL. Ms. Redgrave charmed 
her listeners as she recollected 
highlights from a remarkable stage 
and screen career; and before she 
departed she graciously inscribed 
playscripts of Shakespeare For My 
Father, a critically acclaimed one–woman show that she’d writ-
ten herself and performed in such storied venues as London’s 
THEATRE ROYAL HAYMARKET.   
 

Thanks to the efforts of Diana Nicholson, Audrey Pendergast, 
and Marjorie Williams, ESU members were treated to three 
delightful excursions in the spring of 2002. All three featured 
guided tours, two at the NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART (for a look at 
highlights of the permanent collection on April 19, and for a 
vicarious trip to the DuPont family’s sumptuous WINTERTHUR 
estate on May 30), and another at Marjorie Merriweather Post’s 
HILLWOOD MUSEUM AND GARDENS on June 29. In a thoughtful 
prelude to the Hillwood visit, Mrs. Post’s granddaughter Ellen 
Charles, who chairs the institution’s governing board, spoke to a  
luncheon group on June 21, next to a room that bears Mrs. 
Post’s portrait, at the WOMAN’S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB.             
 

One of the English–Speaking Union’s most notable achieve-
ments in recent months was an engaging February 4 forum on 
AMERICAN EDUCATION: PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES. Organized 
and moderated by ESU president A. Graham Down, who had 
spent a number of years as executive director of the COUNCIL FOR 
BASIC EDUCATION, this wide-ranging discussion drew a large,  
energetic audience to GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, whose 
president, Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, served as one of five   
distinguished panelists. Others who spoke were Jack Jennings,  
director of the CENTER ON EDUCATION POLICY, Laura Sessions 
Stepp, a Washington Post reporter who has won a Pulitzer Prize 
and who has received enthusiastic notices for Our Last Best Shot: 
Guiding Our Children Through Early Adolescence, and Michael Usdan, 
president of the INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP.  
 

For many ESU stalwarts, the high point on any year’s calendar 
has always been the reception that takes place in the spring at the 
BRITISH EMBASSY. It’s a pleasure to report that our May 16 visit to 
the Ambassador’s residence was exceptional even by the exalted 
standards that have been set by Sir Christopher and Lady 
Meyer. In his welcoming remarks, the Ambassador alluded to 
the events of September 11, and said that in the aftermath of 

that trauma he’d felt, as never before, the “special relationship” 
that has long linked the United Kingdom and the United 
States. He went on to note that he regarded the English–
Speaking Union as an epitome of that bond, and he praised 
the vigor he now saw as he contemplated the largest turnout he 
could recall at such an affair. Eloquently responding to these 
touching words, ESU president Graham Down thanked the 
Meyers for their warm hospitality and emphasized how fitting 
it was, on such an occasion, to recognize not only the sponsors, 
patrons, and benefactors who’d made the event successful, but 
the young people whose work would benefit from their lar-
gesse. He then singled out a number of ESU honorees, among 
them four recipients of the HELENE GLADSTONE WILLIAMS 
AWARDS that support research in Britain and other English–
speaking countries with stipends that can be as large as $5,000: 
Karen Fang, Joetta Harty, Lena Cowen Orlin, and Adele 
Seeff. The following day Amanda Downes, the Ambassador’s 
social secretary, called with news that, in a wonderfully philan-
thropic gesture, Sir Christopher had decided not to have the 
Embassy bill the ESU for the costs of an evening that all of us 
will cherish for years to come.               

 
AN UNUSUALLY MEANINGFUL AND  

INSPIRING SHAKESPEARE COMPETITION 
 
One of the ESU’s most popular and influential activities is its  
SHAKESPEARE COMPETITION. This year on Thursday morning, 
February 28, we welcomed students from 38 schools in the 
metropolitan area to THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE for the Open-
ing Round of a festival that has been reinforcing the arts and 
humanities curricula of our educational institutions for thir-
teen years. Each entrant recited a Shakespearean sonnet and 
rendered a vignette from one of the author’s dramatic works.  
 

Those who’d been on hand for previous installments of the 
contest were pleased to observe a solidity and consistency in 
this spring’s recitations which had rarely, if ever, been attained 
in the past. As a consequence our eminent judges were re-
quired to take a good deal longer than normal for their delib-
erations, and when they returned they admitted that they’d 
found it necessary to designate thirteen finalists, rather than 
the usual ten, to come back on Monday night, March 4, for the 
event’s Concluding Round. This seemed appropriate,  and in a 
sequel that struck everyone as fully in keeping with the difficult 
choices that confronted the 2002 selection panel, Pamela 
Rosario, the NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL junior who emerged 
victorious in our SHAKESPEARE COMPETITION FOR THE NATIONAL 
CAPITAL REGION, proceeded to a top–ten finish seven weeks 
later in New York’s NATIONAL SHAKESPEARE COMPETITION at 
Lincoln Center.   
 

 One of the things that made Pamela’s performance especially 
satisfying was that she’d grown up in a home for which the 
playwright’s words once represented a foreign tongue. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rosario are Brazilian immigrants, and it moved them 
immensely to witness the proficiency with which their daughter 
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presented lyric and dramatic selections by the most prestigious 
author in the family’s adopted language. What this result illus-
trates is an aspect of the SHAKESPEARE COMPETITION which is all 
too easy to overlook: its capacity to serve as catalyst for the     
advancement of social and cultural objectives that go beyond the 
immediate aims of those who take part in it, either as student 
entrants or as adult guardians and mentors.  
  

In addition to Ms. Rosario, who garnered a $500 check for her 
winning ways, two alternates also earned monetary prizes: Scott 
Swick of JAMES H. BLAKE HIGH SCHOOL ($300) and Carli Fitzger-
ald of MAGRUDER HIGH SCHOOL ($200). The ESU conveys its 
congratulations not only to these talented youngsters, but to 
their parents and to the teachers who helped prepare them for 
the COMPETITION: Janet Rodkey, Patrick Yuran, and Michael 
D’Anna. We also commend Patricia Gafford, supervisor of Eng-
lish–language arts for the MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS, for her jurisdiction’s clean sweep in the 2002 contest.    
 

For all it did to make this year’s COMPETITION possible, the ESU 
is pleased to acknowledge the kind philanthropy of the MORRIS 
AND GWENDOLYN CAFRITZ FOUNDATION (with particular gratitude 
to its president, Calvin Cafritz, its executive director, Anne Al-
len, and its ever–helpful program liaison, Kathleen Zeifang), 
which provided a $25,000 grant in support of the undertak-
ing.Of this generous allotment, $5,000 came to the English–
Speaking Union on the condition that it be matched by an equal 
amount from another source. That turned out to be the couple 
who are doing the most at present to assist the ESU  with the 
financial resources it requires to further its lofty goals: Marjorie 
J. Williams and Tony Wright. Not only have they become Spon-
sors at $2,500 a year; and not only have they provided a crucial 
$12,000 challenge gift; they also fund an annual $2,500 award 
for a promising performer at THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE’s new 
ACADEMY FOR CLASSICAL ACTING. Carol Roscoe received the  
WALTER L. WRIGHT III FELLOWSHIP for 2002, and the ESU 
lauded her at the closing round of the COMPETITION.  
 

Another honoree to be saluted at the Lansburgh on Monday, 
March 4, was the ESU’s SHAKESPEARE TEACHER OF THE YEAR, 
Laura Burroughs of SUITLAND HIGH SCHOOL in Prince George’s 
County, who was responsible for one of this year’s thirteen   
finalists and who received a $4,000 stipend (funded in part by 
the ESU National Office’s TREADWELL MEMORIAL TRAVEL 
GRANTS) to study at London’s GLOBE THEATRE under the aegis of 
the BRITISH UNIVERSITIES SUMMER SCHOOL program. 
  
As in the past, we’re indebted to Priscilla Liggett for the $1,000 
in prize money that goes to the top three contestants. We’re also 
grateful to the NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY for the handsome 
books that are presented to each of the participants. And we 
thank Nancye Suggs and the CHARLES SUMNER SCHOOL for mak-
ing their splendid facility available for the two workshops  at 
which the ESU’s executive director explained the latest guide-
lines for the COMPETITION and called upon actor Ted van     
Griethuysen and educator Peggy O’Brien to offer indispensable 
counsel on techniques to implement them.       
 

We can’t say enough about the dedicated men and women 
who served as this year’s judges: Gwen Alexander (a respected 
educator and a member of the ESU board), actor Emery Battis 
of THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE, Celia Josephs (trustee of the 
AMERICAN FRIENDS OF SADLER’S WELLS), Dawn McAndrews 
(director of education at THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE), Peggy  
O’Brien (executive director of CABLE IN THE CLASSROOM), Lee 
Viccellio (first recipient of the ESU’s SHAKESPEARE TEACHER 
AWARD), and Sally Anne Walsh (former English coordinator 
for the MONTGOMERY COUNTY SCHOOLS in Maryland). We owe 
much, as well, to an award-winning actor who has frequently 
served as a judge in the past, Edward Gero, who arranged and 
took part in a conversation with director Rachel Kavanaugh 
that gave March 4 attendees an insightful prologue to THE 
SHAKESPEARE THEATRE’s forthcoming Romeo and Juliet. But of 
course the exchanges that will be most vividly recalled from 
this year’s COMPETITION occurred on February 28, when Sir 
Derek Jacobi offered compassionate words to the students who 
sat waiting for the judges’ verdicts on their performances. 
Quoting a Roman martyr who has been called the patron saint 
of actors, Sir Derek said that those who were destined not to 
be called back for Monday night’s finals should be 
“undismayed” by their apparent “failure,” and that those who 
were called should be “undeceived” if they thought that this 
sign of “success” would lead inevitably to future triumphs. Dur-
ing the half–hour that ensued, Sir Derek displayed, in one 
observation after another, the wisdom, artistry, and magnanim-
ity that have made him so universally admired.   

 
 A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEWCOMERS 
 

We extend hearty congratulations to Charles Barenthaler and 
Laura Page Corey Ivey, who were elected to three–year terms 
as directors at our May 18 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.  
 

We also convey fervent greetings to those who’ve joined the 
ESU in recent months: Mihai Alexei, Ursula Anemojanis, 
Claudia Barquist, Robert and Harikleia Bacon, Virginia Be-
laustegui, Jane Blair, Susan Bradford, Edgar and Janet Bren-
ner, Betty Brown, Maria Carrier, Carolina Carter, Richard 
B. Dawson, Gilda Del Signore, Muriel Dobbin, Gerard 
Dumont, Katherine Ebert, George and Judith Farr, Nemchi 
Nabli Fatiha, Horace Fleming, Joseph Goulden, Wendell 
Graham, Alexander Greenfeld, Albert and Jane Heckman, 
Kay Heller, David Howe, John and Juanita Jackson, Francis 
Kraemer, Jr., Kenneth and Sydney Langosch, Claire Lent, 
Jacqueline Lesesne, Gregory and Susan Lewis, Roger B. Lowe, 
Michael Maibach, Dorcas Martowe, Cyrus Mehta, Matthew 
and Genevieve Mezzanotte, Gregory Most, Louisa and      
William Newlin, Barbara Owen, Firoze and Susan Rao, Ian 
Roberts, Gray and  Anne Robertson, James and Victoria 
Schoenberger, Marilyn Scott, Susan Shillinglaw, Erika     
Smakula, David Snider, Louis and Madge Spector, Richard 
and Susan Stoll, Jeannie E. Sweet, Jacqueline Wakeling, 
Shaun Waterman, Richard and Leslie Willard, Roger       
Wilson, and Thaddeus Zablocki. 
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English in Action 
 

Does getting acquainted with a visitor from abroad, or helping 
a foreign–born student, appeal to you? If so, you should think 
about becoming involved in one of the most rewarding pur-
suits a volunteer can experience.   
 

ENGLISH IN ACTION is a one–to–one tutoring program in which 
people meet for informal discussions. One will be an adult 
with normal proficiency, but no special training, in the use of 
conversational English. The other, typically, will be a recent 
immigrant to the U.S., a high–school or college student from 
overseas, or a professional (employed, perhaps, by an embassy 
or a multinational corporation) who seeks the skillful ease a 
native speaker of our tongue takes for granted.  
 

In most instances the men and women who sign up for ESU    
tutoring are people who’ve already mastered the rudiments of 
English but wish to sharpen their ability to comprehend and 
employ idiomatic expressions. In other cases they are young-
sters who were born outside the U.S. and are enrolled at an 
educational institution that focuses upon their special needs.    
 

Under one traditional format, an ESU tutor meets once a week 
with another adult for an hour of conversation at a mutually 
convenient time and location. Often these sessions take place 
in a tutor’s home. Sometimes they are scheduled in a tutor’s or 
student’s office, at a public library, at a restaurant, or at the 
ESU’s premises. Some tutors arrange visits to museums and 
other appealing sites. It’s not unusual for tutors and  pupils to 
become lifelong friends and significantly enhance each other’s 
appreciation for cultures other than their own. Tutors are not 
required to possess teaching backgrounds, because EIA pupils 
are expected to have a basic understanding of English before 
they apply for assistance. 

 

Under the Bell Multicultural High School Program, tutors 
are paired with foreign–born high–school pupils to help them 
with their studies. Bell has a parking lot and is located near 
Irving Street, between 14th and 16th Streets NW, at 3145 
Hiatt Place NW. The school is one block from the Columbia 
Heights stop on Metro’s Green Line. When possible, several 
tutoring appointments are scheduled there simultaneously, so 
that EIA personnel who wish to do so may organize car pools. 
 

We’re proud to note that two dedicated 2002 EIA graduates of 
Bell, Maza Berte and Tigist Gizaw, both from Ethiopia, are 
now headed, respectively, to George Mason University in   
Virginia and Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania.  
 

We’re also pleased to welcome several tutors who’ve recently  
begun lending their time and considerable talent to EIA:   
Stephen Black, Jared Blatt, Maria L. Carrier, Swati Gupta,   
Casey Lowe, Jill Luchner, Funiola Odekunle, Anne Richard-
son, Michelle Van Lare, and Jacqueline Wakeling. Among the 
pupils with whom they are meeting are such newcomers as 
Nemchi Nabli Fatiha from Algeria, Virginia Belaustegui from 
Argentina   
 

and Maria Berte from Argentina, Olga Bassi from Cameroon, 
Wendy Lee, Congyi Lu, Joy Lu, and Natalie Zie from China, 
Yetemwork Adebabay from Ethiopia, Kashiro Iwata from Ja-
pan, Sunghee Choi and So Hyan Ka from Korea, Liena Stebere 
from Latvia, and Wendy Li and Jia-Shin Wang from Taiwan.  
 

Orientation sessions, which are scheduled at periodic intervals, 
provide seasoned tutors a chance to share their experiences with 
new volunteers. These gatherings are interspersed with  warm 
social occasions, such as a picnic that ESU board member Joan 
Healey hosted at her lovely residence in early August. 
 

If ENGLISH IN ACTION sounds like your cup of tea, please get in 
touch with EIA’s director, Mrs. Diana Nicholson, at 4600 Con-
necticut Avenue NW, 723, Washington, D.C. 20008. You can 
reach Diana by telephone at (202) 966–3921.   

 
A Word from Our President 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As we look forward to our 2002–3 season, it may be appropriate 
to remember that as an organization our defining purpose is a 
commitment to the overarching importance of language in      
general and to English in particular. Of course we enjoy getting 
together socially. Of course our educational and cultural              
activities bring luster to our various endeavors. But as I said  
recently to a party of EIA tutors and tutees, our real business is 
the thoughtful and responsible championing of the English   
language as it informs both our national life and, to an ever–
expanding degree, the life and well–being of the world at large. 
 

Now that English has emerged as the virtual lingua franca of tech-
nology, politics, economics, and diplomacy in one global setting 
after another, one may ask why a group such as ours is needed. 
The answer, I believe, is that much remains to be done, and we 
bring to the task a perspective that can be extremely valuable. We 
can help those who are acquiring our language become more 
familiar with its subtle nuances. We can influence the curricula 
in our schools by insisting that competence in, and love for, Eng-
lish is a treasure that should be available to everyone, whatever 
their social and economic circumstances. And we can encourage 
better use of this precious jewel through the programs we offer 
and through the sustenance we provide for teachers, writers, and 
other artists who cherish our values. 
 

I mention these matters not because they are unknown to any-
one who reads this message, but because a constant awareness of 
them guides and gives ballast to all our efforts. As always, I re-
gard it as a great honor to be your president. I invite you to con-
vey your concerns, your enthusiasms, and your suggestions, not 
only to me, but to my fellow officers and board members. Our 
success, and that of those we serve, depends upon your counsel, 
energy, and continuing support.                           
                                                                         A. Graham Down 



               

Rewards of Membership 

 

A new season is about to begin, and we encourage you to join 
THE ENGLISH–SPEAKING UNION or renew an existing affiliation 
if you haven’t already done so. We also invite you to consider a 
gift membership for a friend or loved one who’d enjoy a rich 
array of educational, cultural, and charitable activities. The 
ESU now girdles the planet, with a venerable London address 
at Dartmouth House, and those who belong to any of its local, 
regional, and national communities are nourished by a vibrant 
global network.   
 

Through a lively assortment of edifying events, and through 
such initiatives as an annual SHAKESPEARE COMPETITION for 
secondary–school students, a variety of awards to facilitate 
work in academic and artistic settings, and a tutoring service 
for those who aspire to better command of a discourse that is 
not native to them, the Washington branch of the ESU is dedi-
cated to extending an incomparable heritage.  

 

To help preserve this legacy and transmit it to future genera-
tions, all you need to do is supply the information called for in 
the Order Form at right (selecting the membership category 
that seems best for you) and submit it, along with your check, 
to 1526 New Hampshire Avenue NW, Washington, DC 
20036. As you’ll see, you may also use this form to sign up for 
the first program on our 2002–3 ESU calendar.  

  
ASSOCIATE (Individual $35, Dual $45) 

Event notices, membership directory,  
local and national ESU newsletters 

 

SUBSCRIBER (Individual $75, Dual $100) 
All ASSOCIATE–level benefits plus 1 ticket  

for a regular ESU event (that is, an  
event costing $40 or less) 

 

CONTRIBUTOR (Individual $125, Dual $150) 
All SUBSCRIBER–level benefits plus 1 additional  

ticket to be used at a regular ESU event  
 

DONOR ($250) 
All CONTRIBUTOR–level benefits plus 2 additional tickets  

to be used at regular events and 1 ticket for a special  
occasion (that is, one costing more than $40)  
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BENEFACTOR ($500)  
All DONOR–level benefits plus 4 additional tickets to be used at  

regular events, 1 additional ticket for a special occasion,  
and recognition in selected print materials 

 

PATRON ($1,000) 
 Free admission for 2 persons to all regular events,  

4 tickets for use at special occasions, and 
recognition in selected printings   

 

SPONSOR ($2,500) 
All PATRON–level benefits plus free admission for up  

to 4 additional guests at all ESU gatherings  
 

UNDERWRITER ($5,000) 
All SPONSOR–level benefits plus free admission for up  

to 8 additional guests at all ESU gatherings  

Order Form 
 

I wish to renew or enroll in the ESU in the _____________ category. 
 

I wish to provide a Gift Membership at the ___________level for the 
person(s) whose name(s) and contact details follow my own below. 
 

I wish to make a tax–deductible donation to the ESU of $_________.  
 

Please reserve __member spaces (at $30 each) __ non-member spaces 
(at $35 each) __ program–only tickets (at $10 each) for September 18.  
 

My check for $_______ to The English–Speaking Union is enclosed. 
 
Name _________________________________________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip __________________________________________ 
 

Phone, Fax ________________________________________________ 
 

E-Mail _________________________________________________ 

 
Name _________________________________________________ 
 

Address________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip __________________________________________ 
 

Phone, Fax ________________________________________________ 
 

E-Mail _________________________________________________ 

 THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

Creating Global Understanding Through English 
 

washington dc area branch 

1526 New Hampshire Avenue NW   Washington, DC 20036 

Since 1920, when it originated in response to a parallel organization that had been established 
two years earlier in Great Britain, the English–Speaking Union of the United States has sought to  

foster social and cultural cohesion through the resources and traditions of a language that has become  
increasingly indispensable as a means of international communication. Through a diverse calendar of  

offerings, many of which are shared with audiences around the world by way of television, radio,  
and other media, the National Capital Area’s ESU does all it can to further a noble mission. 


