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ALISTAIR COOKE

Postmarl, America

Obituaristslike to say
the world willnot see
thelikes of their sub-
jectagain, and the
phraseisusually tosh.
In the case of Alistair
Cookeitis, sadly; all
tootrue. Notjustbe-
cause, in an age when
peoplehop like spar-
rows from fad to fad,
he did one thing su-
premelywell for 58
years; notjustbe-
cause theartformat
which he excelled—
the spoken essay—
hasallbut passed into
history; much more
because he epito-
mized aviewof
Americain all its won-
drous generosity that
few Europeansnow
seem able to muster.
Cooke arrived in
the U.S. in the 1930s
and loved its size, its
openness, itsabsence

MPTV

ofsnobbery; as only
ascholarship boy
from the northwest
of England could. To
Americans, he be-
cameknownasaTV
presenter, firstof Om-
nibus, later of the 13-
partseries America
and then as the avun-
cular host of PBS’s
Masterpiece Theatre.
Butin his native land
itwas hisradio let-
ters—weekly homi-
lies on everything
from Watergate to
9/11and on everyone
from Bobby Jones to

Bobby Kennedy—by
which he was known.
Ifthere were those
who complained that
heignored hisadopt-
ed country’s faults,
there were millions
more ofhis listeners
(myselfamong them)
who heard Cooke’s
descriptions of New
York City, Washing-
tonand San Francis-
coand determined to
come to America. His
sendoffwas fitting:
hismemorial service
was held in West-
minster Abbeyand
his ashes scattered in
Central Park.

—By Michael Elliott

ébtvery dayis
anadventure.
Butlcan'tsay
that | feel
unlucky or
cursed.”?

CHRISTOPHER REEVE,
onetime Hollywood Superman, lefta
quadriplegic after a horseback-riding

accidentin 1995
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PAT TILLMAN

Playing for Keeps

In the grim account-
ing of the military,
Pat Tillman’s death is
justone entry onalist
of more than 1,200
U.S. fatalitiesin
Afghanistan and
Iraq. Buthe wasno
ordinary soldier. As
one ofthe better de-

fensive backsin the
National Football
League, Tillman was
paid handsomely to
prevent flyboy wide-
outs from tap danc-
inginto the end
zone. After the ter-
roristattacks of 9/11,
however, Tillman
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felt there were more
important thingshe
could be doing with
hislife. He quietly
left the Arizona Car-
dinals and became a
U.S. Army Ranger.
Specialist Tillman
soon journeyed deep
into the Afghan
wilderness to hunt
the Taliban and al-
Qaeda. On April 22
of thisyear, in some
nameless mountain
canyonnear the
Pakistan border,
Tillman was killed
by friendly fire. It
was not the glorious
death the Army
mighthave wished
for such an outsize
enlistee. But mis-
takes happenin the
chaos of combatand,
in every war, they
killgood men. Pat
Tillman was one of
them.

—By Bill Saporito

é\When I'm in New York, | look at the
Empire State Building and feel as though
it belongs to me, or is it vice versa???

FAY W RAY, Hollywood star of silent films and early talkies, best known forher
role in King Kong as leading lady to the giant ape who carried herto the top of the
famed New York City skyscraper



POSSIBLE ALISTAIR COOKE TRUST (ACT)
PRE-MEMORIAL MEETING
To be held a Central Lobby Consultants Meeting Room
1 Millbank, London SWI1P 3]JZ,
at 10. a.m. on Friday 15t October 2994

Attending: John Andrews - English Speaking Union,

Washington

Maria Balinska - BBC

Henry Becton - WGBH, Boston

Andrew Caspari - BBC

Rebecca Eaton - WGBH, Bosion

Margo Faith - RPTA

Carol Madison Graham- Fulbright

Richard Price - RPTA

Johanna Schwartz - English Speaking Union,
Washington

Charmian Norman Taylor - Fulbright

AGENDA
1k Welcome and personal introductions
2 Brief positions:
1. "BBE
ii. WGBH

iii. ESU - both sides of the pond
iv. The Pilgrims
v. Fulbright

3. Possible structure and board membership
4. Fund raising

5 Jesus College, Cambridge

6. Timetables

7 A.O.B



Perpetuating the Legacy of Alistair Cooke

PROPOSING A SERIES OF INITIATIVES, AMONG THEM ANNUAL CEREMONIES
TO ALTERNATE BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES OF THE ATLANTIC, THAT WILL
RECOGNIZE AND REWARD EXEMPLARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

These efforts will extend the heritage of an observer whose wisdom, integrity,
and diplomacy bridged an ocean and illustrated the highest standards in the arts
of communication. Each presentation ceremony will focus upon remarks by admirers of
Alistair Cooke and by the men and women who are being extolled in his name. The occasion
will culminate in the bestowal of an elegant trophy, Interplay by sculptor John Safer, that seeks to
convey the qualities which made Mr. Cooke and his achievements so enduring. The speaker who
receives this accolade will deliver a half-hour address, followed by a question-and-answer session
to be moderated by the evening’s eminent host. A key component of the festivities will be a
brief but significant segment during which additional honors, among them stipends in
journalism from the US-UK Fulbright Commission and from Jesus College at the
University of Cambridge, will be formally announced and applauded.

These events will function as centerpieces for a new educational charity,
the ALISTAIR COOKE TRUST, and they will take place in London, Washington, and
other locations, among them Boston and New York. They will be timed to facilitate
broadcasts on the date when Americans celebrate their Declaration of Independence.
In so doing, they will not only offer reminders of the ties that Mr. Cooke strengthened
between two nations that began as one, but will go beyond such concerns to further
issues, many of which now prompt calls for “declarations of interdependence.”
In the process they will provide a context for the support of a broad range
of endeavors that foster productive approaches to global cooperation.

JoHN F. ANDREWS, OBE, Executive Director of the Washington DC Area Branch of the ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION
MARIA BALINSKA, Editor of World Current Affairs for the BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
HEeNRY BECTON, Chief Executive of WGBH Radio and Television in BOSTON
ANDREW CAsPARI, Commissioning Editor for BBC RADIO 4
NicK CLARKE, Author of Alistair Cooke: The Biography and Host of BBC RADIO 4's The World at One
ReBECCA EATON, OBE, WGBH B0OSTON's Executive Producer for MASTERPIECE THEATRE and MYSTERY
HARRIET M. FULBRIGHT, former Executive Director of the PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES
GERALD B. KAUVAR, Special Assistant to the President, GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
CAROL MADISON GRAHAM, Executive Director of the US-UK FULBRIGHT COMMISSION
THE REVEREND SUSAN COOKE KITTREDGE, Daughter and Executor of the Estate of ALISTAIR COOKE
VALERIE MITCHELL, OBE, Director-General of the ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION in London
CHARMIAN NORMAN-TAYLOR, Director of the Awards Programme for the US-UK FULBRIGHT COMMISSION
RICHARD PRICE, MBE, Chief Executive of RICHARD PRICE TELEVISION ASSOCIATES
LORD WATSON OF RICHMOND, International Chairman of the ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION in London
DR. MARJORIE J. WILLIAMS, Vice-President of ESU’s Washington DC Area Branch




WESTMINSTER ABBEY

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
FOR THE LIFE AND WORK OF

ALISTAIR COOKE KBE

20 November 1908 — 30 March 2004

Friday 15 October 2004

Noon
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The whole of the Abbey is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their
hearing ard to the setting marked T.

Please ensure that mobile phones, cellular phones, and pagers are switched
OFF.

The service is conducted by The Very Reverend Dr Wesley Carr, Dean of
Westminster.

The service is sung by the Westminster Abbey Special Service Choir,
conducted by Fames O’Donnell, Organist and Master of the Choristers.

The organ s played by Daniel Cook, Assistant Organist.

Shortly before he died, Alistair Cooke compiled a list of his favourite
musical pieces. Music was a very important part of his life, and he felt thar
should anyone want to ber him, s ing to these selections would be
a fitting memorial. These works, played during the service, have special
significance. He knew Leonard Bernstein and introduced him to Handel’s
Messiah, he thought that Handel’s overtures were not played enough, and
he loved Gilbert and Sullivan. Most of all, jazz was his musical passion,
both as a performer and as an expert.

Before the service the BBC Concert Orchestra, conducted by Stephen Bell,
plays:

Overture George Frideric Handel
Jfrom Messiah (1685-1759)
Overture and other movements George Frideric Handel
from Water Music
Waltzing with Sullivan William Gilbert (1836-1911)
and Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900)

arranged by Gilbert Viner
Overture and other movements George Frideric Handel
from Music for the Royal Fireworks

The Chargé D’Affaires of the United States of America is received ar the
Great West Door by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and is conducted
o his Stall in the Quire.

The Depury Lord Mayor of Westminster is received at the Great West Door
by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and is conducted to her Stall in the
Quire. All stand and then sit.

ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand as the Choir moves to the Grear West Door. The Choir sings
THE INTROIT

CULI omnium in te sperant Domine:
et tu das escam illorum in tempore opportuno.
Gloria tibi Domine. Amen.

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord:
and you give them their food in due season.
Glory be to you, O Lord. Amen.

Charles Wood (1866-1926)

All sing
THE HYMN

during which the Choir and the Collegiate Procession
mowve to places in the Quire and Sacrarium

MMORTAL, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blesséd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.

Psalm 145: 15

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.

St Denio 377 NEH
adapted from aWelsh song set to a hymn in
John Roberts’s Caniadau y Cyssegre 1839

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908)

All remain
Westminster, says

ding. The Very Reverend Dr Wesley Carr, Dean of

THE BIDDING

HE weight of this sad time we must obey;
Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say.

It’s the end of the tragedy of King Lear. Albany speaks the final
couplet and the play is ended. If there was anyone who spoke what
he felt and not the platitudes of the age, it was Alistair Cooke in
whose memory we have assembled this morning.

His weekly Letter from America was a unique and powerful
contribution to our understanding of our friendliest, yet so often
to us strangely different, ally.

Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the peace-makers’, those who in their
generation bring about understanding and reconciliation. One
such was Alistair, whom we remember with thanksgiving and
commend to God in confidence.

Silence is kepr.

UR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.

All sit. John Byrne Cooke, son, reads from the Nave Pulpit
ISATAH 40: 25-31

O whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the

Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath
created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he
calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he
is strong in power; not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and
speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment
is passed over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of
his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint.

All remain seated. The Choir sings

PSALMS 108: 2 and 100

PAKE up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; — ~mp 77yx 91191 9237 7

1 myself will waken the dawn.

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness and come
before his presence with a song.

Know this; The Lord himself is God;
4 he himself has made us and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
g0 into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his name.
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