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THE ALISTAIR COOKE MEMORIAL LECTURE

An American Patriot Today

Programme Details

In a tribute to one

of the most
insightful
observers of

America, the BBC

presents the
Alistair Cooke

Memorial Lecture.

[ ) Listen to this edition ]

Monday 4 July 8pm - 8.45pm

An American Patriot Today

The lecturer is Senator John McCain, one of the most
popular politicians in the United States today.

In front of an invited audience at the English Speaking

Union in London, on the day that Americans celebrate their

independence from Britain 229 years ago, Senator McCain
will argue that "to be an American patriot is to support a
moral mission at home and abroad".

Introduced by broadcaster Nick Clarke, the biographer of

Alistair Cooke.

Senator John McCain

U.S. Senator John McCain has a long career of public

service.

After graduating from the Naval Academy in 1958, John
McCain began his career as a Naval aviator.
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In 1982, he was elected to Congress representing what was
then the first congressional district of Arizona. In 1986, he
was elected to the United States Senate to take the place

of Arizona's great Senator Barry Goldwater. Senator McCain
is currently the senior senator from Arizona.

In 2000, McCain ran unsuccessfully for the Republican
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nomination for President of the United States.

He is currently the Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs, and serves on the Armed Services, and
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committees.

Senator McCain has seven children and four grandchildren.

He and his wife, Cindy, reside in Phoenix.
Useful Links:
US Senate

Senator McCain's web site
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Coming Attractions

From London, the 2005 Alistair Cooke Lecture

MONDAY, JULY 4, from 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time
Live over BBC RADIO 4 from DARTMOUTH HOUSE

Shortly after the death of Alistair Cooke in March 2004, our branch's most influential
Vice President, Dr. Marjorie J. Williams, suggested that the English-Speaking
Union devise an appropriate way to help perpetuate a great journalist's legacy. The
first fruits of Dr. Williams' inspired proposal will be realized on Monday, July 4, when
Senator John McCain delivers the British Broadcasting Corporation's inaugural
Alistair Cooke Memorial Lecture at Dartmouth House in Mayfair. This gathering will
be co-hosted by the ESU, with its International Chairman, Lord Watson of
Richmond, its Director-General, Mrs. Valerie Mitchell, and its Washington DC Area
Branch Executive Director, John Andrews, on hand for the proceedings. Others to
take part in the ceremony will include Mr. Cooke's daughter and literary executor,
Susan Cooke Kittredge, his biographer, BBC Radio 4's Nick Clarke, one of his
former television producers, Richard Price, and the BBC's Director-General, Mark
Thompson.

Senator McCain's topic will be An American Patriot Today, and we're told that he is
preparing some declarations of interdependence for the occasion. His remarks will be
recorded, and if all goes as expected they'll soon be available in both audio and video
formats. In the interim they can be heard live online at 8:00 p.m. London time (3:00
p.m. Eastern time in the U.S.) on the Fourth of July over www.bbc.co.uk/radio4.

ESU Programs on C-SPAN

We're happy to report that a luncheon program the Washington branch of the English-
Speaking Union co-hosted on Tuesday, January 4, at the Woman's National
Democratic Club aired for the third time on C-SPAN2's BookTV service at 11:00
p.m. on Sunday, February 6. If you saw it, you enjoyed a delightful presentation
about "Two Centuries of Innovators" by Sir Harold Evans, a distinguished journalist
whose latest best-seller has been made into a popular PBS series, They Made
America: From the Steam Engine to the Search Engine. Sir Harold's remarks had
been featured twice on C-SPAN2 during the January 8 weekend. For more detail, visit
the network's online description of the event.

Several months ago, at 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 29, 2004, and at 8:00 p.m. on
Sunday, May 30 -- C-SPAN2 telecast an ESU program that had taken place on
Wednesday, April 28. Our speaker for that occasion was Hew Strachan, who
introduced his new book about The First World War during a luncheon the ESU
hosted at the Woman's National Democratic Club in collaboration with the
Eisenhower Institute. For several months Professor Strachan's remarks were
archived on the network's History on Book TV page, where it could be downloaded
and watched on a viewer's computer monitor.

Three months earlier, on Friday, February 13, 2004, we had had the pleasure of
hosting a luncheon at the Woman's National Democratic Club with Jane Dunn, who
has been described by London's Sunday Times as one of Britain's best biographers. In
a delightful presentation, Ms. Dunn discussed her latest publication, a dual portrait of
Elizabeth | of England and Mary Queen of Scots. C-SPAN2 sent cameraman Richard
Hall to cover the event, and the network aired the program twice during the weekend
of February 21-22. A repeat occurred on April 18, and for two months it too was
viewable at C-SPAN's Public Lives on Book TV site.

The proceedings of these and several other ESU-sponsored events are now available
in DVD and VHS recordings at C-SPAN's online store.
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