
 



 
 
 

Foreword 
 

The pages that follow were written between June 1992 and January 1993, when I 
served as a consultant to Carolynn Reid-Wallace at the United States Department of 
Education. Working under Cabinet member Lamar Alexander, Carolynn was nearing 
the end of her tenure as Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education, and she 
asked me to provide some reflections on academic standards.  
 
Carolynn and I had spent several years as colleagues at the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, where I was Deputy Director of the Division of Education Programs 
between the summer of 1984 and the spring of 1988. We enjoyed numerous discus-
sions of the issues that were being debated during that period, and by the time I was 
called upon to compile the present document there were reasons for optimism that the 
reform movement prompted by A Nation at Risk might result in a significant improve-
ments. Whether those hopes were justified is now a matter of opinion. All we can say 
for certain is that most if not all of the problems enumerated in this report are still 
begging for attention.  
 
Because of the time constraints I was under as my analysis came to its o’erhasty con-
clusion, I was unable to finish the notes that would otherwise have accompanied this 
text. And owing to another project that commenced shortly following the inauguration 
of President Clinton (a 16-volume annotated paperback edition, The Everyman Shake-
speare, which I produced between 1993 and 2000 for Orion Books in London), I was 
prevented from exploring the feasibility of preparing these remarks for publication.  
 
Here they are, then, warts and all, and I preserve them solely for any light they may  
shed on the way observers such as I viewed America’s pedagogical landscape as the 
twentieth century entered the middle years of its final decade.  
 

John F. Andrews 
                                                                                                                       March 2010   
 
                 

 







 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


